
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF & J R ~ ~ S  ZAIDm 

When- I was a boy my father told me about the origins of our family: 
our grandfather was called ZaidZn M a w  (or ZaidZn Yiisuf Matar), he 
was a s u p e ~ s o r  for the Lady uubiis, the mother of Amir Mustafa Arsliin.= 
She ruled over 'Ain 'Aniib and the areas attached to it at the beginning of 
the century. My grandfather worked as an overseer for her, i.e. he was 
an inspector over her possessions and business enterprises. When Ib ra im 
PBQ' attacked Syria, conquered Acre and planned to take possession of 
Mount Lebanon, Lady Hubfis was one of those who opposed him and 
feared his power. Her feelings told her that she should flee &om him. 
Once she had made up her mind she demanded that my grandfather 
accompany her on her flight. He refhed to do so, since he saw clearly 
the inevitable superiority of the Egyptian power. Besides, he had children 
and a family and he did not have the heart to abandon them or to take 
them along as refbgees. She implored him to accompany her, but he 
excused himself with the above-mentioned reasons until she was idkiated 
with him and departed. IbrZhim occupied Mount Lebanon with the 
help of the AmZr BaIir in 1832. The Lady Hubiis remained in hiding until 
Ibr&h's cause lost out. 

The aforementioned Lady returned to her town 'Ain 'Antib. Full 
of resentment against ZaidZn she confiscated his possessions and money : 
in other words she intended his humiliation. This grieved him and 
affected his health so that he died prematurely leaving behind him his 
wife, two daughters and two sons. The eldest son was my father, who was 
not yet ten and already the head of the family. His mother did not 
cherish the idea of staying in 'Ain 'Aniib and moved down to Beirut 

- 

12. Lady Hubfis al-Arslhi (1768-1826) was married to the Ad? 'Abbb Ibn 
Far ad-Din al-Arslhi (d. 1809). They had four sons: MaxWr, ygidar, w d  and 
Amin. Zaidk must mean here either Amin or the son of AmAm- Musfafa; FA= 
AL-BUST--, I 163. 
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with her children, my father being their sole support. In those days Beirut 
5.1;". 
tn';.. 
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was small. The only way of making a living was by trade or production of 
. .. . . :  
%% . .. ., . . the necessities of daily life such as food, cloth and the like, or government 
:. ... . .... . . . . . ,.-:.. , . ... * .. .. 
I .  

services in an office or the military.ls 
;,,gf. 
i--. But my father was illiterate. The Latin14 missionary schools were 

still few and he did not have the luck to be taken to them by somebody. 
Even if he had been given this opportunity he could not have taken it 
because he was needed to support his mother, his brother and his sisters. 
He did not have any skills and his will to work was his only capital. His 
mother found a way in which she could help him : she began to bake bread 
and he would carry it on a flat board, making the rounds amongst the 
people in the markets to sell it at five or ten para per loaf. In this way he 
earned enough to still the hunger of the family. 

My father continued, "I kept doing this for a time until I grew some- 
what older. Then, however, I found out that there was a bakery or 
something of that sort in the city which baked the bread for the army. 
I entered this senrice, since I knew very well how to knead; that is to say 
they would put a hundred or two hundred oqqaS at one time into the 
kneading through - I was then in the bloom of my youth- and then I 
would knead it very well in spite of the size of the lump of dough. I took 
home a handsome s a l a r y  and would boast in front of my fellow dough 
kneaders." 

His two sisters were older than he, and when they grew up they 
married. He remained with his brother Mi@'il but the main burden 
,of work was on him, since his brother was inclined towards amusement 

13. ZaidZn is mistaken here. The Arslans and other Druze feudal f d e s  had 
.supported the Amir Bas'ir 11 a 8 - h b i  (1788-1840) for a long time in action and with 
money. When the h - r  succeeded in establishing his exclusive power in Lebanon they 
turned against him. Lady &bib, too, betame his active enemy. Lady uubi3 died 
.in 1826 or, more likely, was killed in connection with the rebellion of Balir Ganbal%t 
against the Amtr BalEIr XI. She had left her estates and fled to Begatin where she found 
her end long before Ibrah'm PZSB invaded Syria. According to Z a i d h  (see p. 130) his 
father was born in 1833, left 'Aim 'hfib around 1843 and married at the age of 27. 
It appears, therefore, that the ZaidSns had fled to Beirut as a result of the crisis between 

I , 
the Druze and the Christian communitiesin Lebanon in the! early forties and not under 
.the pressure of the Lady uubiis who had died before Zaidh's father was born. F.A. 
. AL-BUSTAM, I 163 ff, K. u-Bumh-,  106-1 17, S a  9 ff. 

14. 1.c Roman CathoIic. 
15. Ottoman weight. According to Hwz one oqqa is equivaIent to 1.2828 kilo. 

.It would seem that Zaidb's father was exaggerating considerably. 
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and distraction. Eventually my father advanced &om the baker's trade 
to that of a restaurateur. At that time trade had been attracted to Beirut 
and the number of foreigners coming there had increased. It occurred 
to him to open a restaurant and so he did. He made a profit on it and his 
general circumstances improved. He then considered marriage- at that 
time he was twenty seven - and proposed to my mother. She came fiom 
the family al-HZ'ik whose origin is .....Is. My mother had a number of 
sisters, but no brothers. They married in 1860. 

During that year the well-known disturbances occurred and the 
people of Beirut feared a general upheaval like that which had taken 
place in Lebanon and Damascus.17 They began to make preparations. 
for flight. Grandmother said to my father, "We find ourselves in great 
distress and the city is in danger. So, either you marry the girl and take 
care of her or you dissolve the engagement and we take her with us". He 
preferred marriage and they were wed in the same year. 

The disturbances ceased and Beirut did not suffer any damage worth 
mentioning. People returned to their work. My father worked his little 
inn close to d-BwJ d-kaSSa'J and his profits grew. Children were born..to- 
him. I, being the first, was born at the end of 1861, but I didnot know 
the exact date of my birth since neither my father nor my mother knew 
how to write. I was told, though, that I was born during at-tiSn'n,.18- 
that is to say in the autumn, and perhaps people mentioned a specifically- 
known feast in this connection, but I do not remember it. 

M e r  I grew up I wanted to find out the date of my birth. I was. 
alxeady living in Egypt when I decided that on my visit to Beirut the 
first thing would be to check the date of my baptism in the church register, 

16. Sic in ms. Family originated most likeIy from BZmkine. 
17. S i  the early forties of the 19th tentury, the Lebanon was shaken by inter- 

dessiional strife. In 1858, the Maronite peasants of the North revolted against their. 
Maranite feudal lords. In the South Lebanon, where the feudal lords and part of the- 
peasantry were Dnezt, this revoft attained immediately tht character of religious rather 
than social strife. The Dmze made a last attempt to assert their vanishing ascendency 
in the Lebanon. The disturbances came to a peak in 1860. For a while, the safety of 
the chktian population of B e i ~ f  seemed to be ha quesh. Many of the ChrkIianS 
left for the Maronite North or overseas for Egypt and Greece. When the Muslims of" 
Damascus committed in July 1860 a massacre amongst their Christian neighbow,. 
killing about 5,500 of them, the French goverament decided to send a French militzuy 
contingent to Beirut and the Lebanon. SALIBI 53-110.. 

18. See also BAR- 85. 



&$. assuming that the church would register by date the baptism of its 
i- 
s members. Once I found the record of my baptism perhaps I would see 
3 
a 

entered with it the date of my birth. When I travelled to Beirut in 1891, 
V .> 
t 

the year I married, I asked our old priest al-Hfiri MiisH -a simple man, 
. . I .h living out a long life. His flock loved him for his sincerity. When he came 

I 'J to greet me I enquired about the book in which the above-mentioned 
! 
: records are kept. He answered me: "We do not have any records and 

registry, my son, because we used not to baptize". I was disappointed and 
i showed my astonishment. My father, who was present, asked me what 

I wanted and I told him. "I enquired with the Father about the baptism 
! registry and he tells me that they do not have any". My father wanted 

to know what I needed them for and I explained that I intended to find 
out the date of my birth. He laughed : "Ask me and I will tell you because 

L 

! nobody couId miss your birthday. You were born on the day the King of 
EngIand (he meant the husband of the Queen, Prince Albert) died." 
"And how did you know this?" I enquired. "I knew it because I re- 
member very well that during the night you were born - and we both 
were awake - we heard a gun shot from the sea &om the British cruisers 
anchored off shore. We asked the reason for this and were told that 
the King of England had died." So I learned that, assuming those were 
the circumstances, I was born on December 14, 1861, which is the day 
Prince AIbert (the husband of the Queen of England) died. 

As fkr as the origin of our family is concerned, there are no records. 
My father left his father's house with the rest of the family like a refugee. 
He was an ignorant child, and we are not aware of any family records in 
' A .  'Anfib. He himself grew up in Beirut, a poor illiterate fellow, 
preoccupied with the support of his family and not interested in searching 
for the roots of our family tree. When I became a youth I wanted to 
enquire about it and wrote to several people 'Ain 'Aniib asking them if 
they knew of the family Mafar there and its origin. I received an answer 
from an old man of the people there who remembered that some of 
the family M a w  came to 'Ain 'Aniib - strange and stem people, 

1 and that one of them, Zaidk, advanced in the services of the Lady 
eubiis. I heard h m  another man, through my brother Yiisuf, that 
fiom the family of my father from 'Ain 'Aniib some successive off- 
spring followed, the last of which was my father. Concerning the first 
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who settled here, some of the family M a w  claim that the 'Ain 'Anfib 
or Siif branch is one of three branches which originate from Tripolis or 
Zhdin and that there were three brothers who fled the oppression of the 
local ruler almost two hundred years ago: one of them reached the Saf, 
one went to $&bay% and the last to Mim. But all claims of this kind 
are conjectures upon which one cannot rely. 

I think it likely that the origin of our fimilyis the same as that of the 
majority of the Greek Orthodox families in the Siif, namely VaurZn. 
In view of the wretchedness and poverty by which they were stricken, 
the Arabs of this country settled in the mountain as is the habit with 
Bedouins who settle in cities and villages in order to ...,ls Often the 
Christian Arabs from Hawk took refuge in the Lebanon ffeeing from 
the Muslim oppression there. The most famous of these repressions and 
riots occurred in the Vauriin four hundred years ago, and similar ones 
followed it. I am inclined to believe that most of the Greek Orthodox 
people in South Lebanon are Arabs from the uaurk. Perhaps they are 
Ghassanids. I t  could be that amongst the Arabs in Hamiin there was a 
clan or portion called &nil Mapr. Amongst the IJQbZniya fane;ily of 
M a w  there was a group that was called the Banii Mafar al-H?iw%ina- 
Perhaps our grandfkther was one of them But aU this is guesswork and 
surmise and, as far as I am concerned, nothing has been substantiated 
except what my father told me as I have related above. 

My father told me one day after he had settled in Beirut and had 
become a y m g  man, the revenue officer for the barti&eo in the mountain 
came to him and asked him to claim his title to some land thatbelongez 
to him in 'Ain 'Anfib. But he, [my father,] did not take care of this and 
did not pay the ba~a'f, and when he repeatedly refbed to do so, his title to 
the I a ~ d  lapsed. This stuck in my mind and I took the first opportunity 
during my surnrner vacation in Lebanon in 1896 to tell some of the 
government people fiom 'Ain 'Aniib about what was known in this 
matter. They promised me to examine the government records. Even- 
tually they came back to me and informed me that in the mentioned 
village there still was some land which appeared under the name "Maw 

19. Illegible in manuscript. 
20. In classical Islamic times, &zr@ was the land tam The correct technical term 

in the Ottoman Empire was, however, mi* which Za idh  must have had in mind here. 



Cliff" meaning the foot of a mountain that was now government land. 
I knew then that this was the plot for which my father abandoned pay- 
ment of the b a r 3  and the title to it reverted to the government. 

I was born in Beirut in a house belonging to Ilyiis as-Suwairi. On 
its location stands today the school of the Jesuit Fathers.21 I t  had two 
floors. The lower consisted of three large rooms and a hall. Then we 
moved to a second house, then to another one. In twenty-two years we 
moved to about sixteen houses, They were in the following order 1) Bait 
as-Siibi, 2) al-Fairnaini, 3) 'Aramk in the Jewish Qparter, 4) next to 
the workshop of Dabdiib, 5) Bait as-Sawgbi (second time), 6) 'Is5 S-, 
7) al-Hfiri M3s?i, 8) Karkar, 9) al-Qassis, 10) a5Suwairi (third time)," 
Ra'd, 15) Bait at-Tayyh, 16) Bait d-HZyik. 

This list of names shows that we were not house owners. The tenant 
carries his house on his back, Most of these houses were in the Easts 
and the North of the city and most of them consisted of two rooms: one 
bedroom, a sabn to receive people, and a hall to sit and to eat in. Some 
houses had three rooms. There was no urgent need for many rooms since 
people did not use any beds. In the same room one could receive guests in 
the daytime and sleep at night. When getting up one would fold the bed 
rolls and pile them one on top of the other on a chest on the ground, which 
was used for utensils. One would arrange the bedding on top of it and fit 
in front of it a curtain. This place was called a niche, al-@. Thus, the 
bedding was not visible to anybody. There was usualIy a beautifully 
arranged and very clean place to sit in the room. The people of Beirut 
are famous for their cleanliness, especialIy those o f  the Greek Orthodox 
community. Some of them exaggerated it to the point where cleanliness 
became an idtfefie, Most famous for that was the Bait Fayy5d and the 
Bait T15d; some would soap the clothesline, some would soap the marble 
of the house and the doors every day. If they saw a visitor touch any 
utensil, they would soap it; some would wash the firewood when they 
carried it into the house. Nothing was left but to soap the soap. 

The dwelling of a family, consisting of a man, a woman and several 
children, had two rooms. T h i s  would indicate average circumstances - -. 

21. Not clear which one is meant 
22. The spelling varies in the ms., a3-hwairi is most likely the correct one. 
23. 1.e in the Christian quarter of the town. 



134 THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ~uRC? 

not poverty. This family might even Iive in one room; yet they would 
not 'appear to live in misery and ignominy. Because whenever you 
would enter that room you would find it clean. White curtains of 

cleanly washed would drop over the bedding (al-$k). On . 
the chair you would find a similar cover clean and proper. The 
mats would be wiped clean and everything in that room would 
be put into best order. You would smell the smell of cleanliness from 
everything. I do not mean a smell of delicate fkagrance or pefime. It is a 
smell for which there is no other description but the smell of cleanliness, 
which one can smell if one sniffs a cloth that comes from the hands of an 
experienced washerwoman. Perhaps the smell of soap prevails in it. 
Once you enter this room - and you would enter it only after taking 
off your shoes - you. would long to sit on the bench or on a mat and drink 
the coffee which the lady of the house serves you herself, since those 
people rarely hire servants. You would observe the housewife, when she 
cooks, cleans or washes; with roiled up sleeves does she sweep or rinse 
something, launder and spread things, cook and knead; and health and 
liveliness is visible in each of her movements. When she finishes her 
work she arranges her things h the most simple manner, and puts on an 
unpretentious clean dress. She starts to receive her guests or visitors, 
prepares coffee for them and serves it. If she has a daughter able to serve 
it, she will do it instead of her mother. 

In spite of all this she does not neglect for a moment the education 
of her children. She instructs them as to what to wear and to eat, she 
teaches them cleanliness and accustoms them to activeness. The majority 
of women at the time could neither write nor read, and had not been to 
school. Nevertheless, they possessed with their acumen and their willpower 
the best means to educate their children to activeness, work and punc- 
tuality, mu&ifagn 'ala' 'l-waqt; they made them hate cowardice and 
laziness; they made them eager and aroused courage and initiative in 
them. My mother was one of them. She had a strong constitution, a 
sound mind and fine feelings. She was discreet, taciturn and hard work- 
ing; neither day nor night would she cease to supply the necessities for 1 

the house - especially since my father did not return home and see his i 
children before they were asleep. His work kept him in the restaurant I 

every day from very early in the morning till almost midnight. For him 1 
:, i 
i - 1 



i 
! -  there was no Sunday, no holiday. He could, therefore, not help my mother 

- 
with the raising of the children. Perhaps most people of average means, 
nru-sig 'I-@, in those times lived under similar circumstances. If I 

4 used to find my mother to be the most active and hardest working of 
them all, the reason was that her family consisted of seven or eight 
people and she alone p-ded everything that the family would need 
in tenns of food, clothing, protection and education. Yet, my mother 
still found time to conduct some business at home : she saw for instance 
that my father bought the bread for his restaurant &om rhe bakers. She 
knew, of course, that they were making a pro& on their work. So she 
suggested to him that she would bake the bread and sell it to him at the 
rate of these two bakers. Tbis she did for several years and saved in this 
way some money with which she paid for necessities. In her firee time 
she would occasionally busy herself with embroidering skun caps, cleans- 
ing silk or similar activities, without finding it tiresome or disgracefbl. 

So I: grew up seeing my father leaving for his restaurant in the 
morning and returning only about midnight, and observing my mother 
never standing still from dawn to dusk, She herself' ignored visits, fes- 
tivities, social and even religious gatherings. Only rarely did she go to 
church to pray. She was more interested in conducting her household 
and educating her children. Thus, I grew up and became accustomed 
to this way of life. It ing~ained itself on my mind, that, in contrast to 
those youngsters who looked wide-eyed at their parents spending most 
of their days amusing themselves and strolling around, man was created 
to work and that sitting around without work was a great disgrace. Their 
ody  concern is their food and their drinks. Once they have finished their 
meals they proceed to gamble or do similar things. They kill time this 
way. They venture to work only when forced and consider work a disgrace 
and drudgery. If they should decide to work, some illness or weakness 
would provide timely protection fkom it. No wonder that youngsters 
who grow up with such parents become indolent young people and tend 
towards distractions and vices. 

My father was illiterate but he felt the need of writing and reading 
when he opened his eating place. He had patrons who would settle their 
accounts with him on a monthly or weekly basis. The number of his 
current accounts increased. In the beginning, he would put them down 
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'in his own hand with numerals that he had learned, leaving the name of 
;the debtor to memory. Later he entrusted with the bookkeeping whom- 
soever he employed in his restaurant. Writing became a necessity for 

I 
him and it caused him to initiate my learning to read at an early age. 

i 
When I was four years old he sent me to school to a teacher with the name \ 

1 

! 
Ily% (or Girgs), a brother .of our family's priest al-Hzri Miisii. At 
that time, knowledge was still the monopoly of the clergy and people 
associated with them. The thought would not have occurred to anybody 
that the teacher Ily% was a learned philosopher: even the gospel he 
could hardly read properly. His school consisted of a wide vaulted cellar 
room in the building of Ya'qiib ZZbit in the neighbourhood of the Jesuit 
school of today. Later on this vaulted cellar was converted into a baking 
oven. I t  resembled more a cattle pen than a school. There the children 
of the neighbourhood between the ages of four to ten - boys and girls - 
would convene and sit on the mat or mats unrolled on the ground. The 
teacher would sit in front of the room on a hassock, in front of him a small 
box, baStabteh24 upon which he put his book, his inkwell and his pens. 
At his right he had assembled a number of sticks varying in length and 
thickness. He would use each of them appropriately, according to age 
and sex of the child and according to his closeness or distance to him. 
I remember that I learned from him the reading of the psalms, which 
served as the first reader in those days after learning the alphabet. We 
used to memorize a psalm, because we repeated reading it - but we 
never understood it. The principle was, that we would declaim it to him 
in a loud voice. This is what is called "reciting", tasmi'. We would declaim 
it, perhaps two or three together, while the teacher wai sitting crosslegged 
behind his box, his head sinking on his chest in sleep. His snoring would 
blend with our voices and the louder the noise became the deeper he 
sank into his sleep. When his neck got tired from bending down he would 
lean his head against the wall and put his feet on the box, so that his soles 
would face us. We did not pay any attention to him. When he was about 
to take a nap or if something happened that woke him up, he would open 
his eyes and shout coldly, "Shut up kids!" If they did not do so he would 
go into motion and reach for one of the sticks and hit the boy closest to 

24. From Persian FWtab&h, WAHRMUND. 
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him, even if he was not guilty of anything. He would scream and the 
rest laughed about him. Then he would grab a longer stick and beat 
somebody else. He might even rise when absolutely necessary, seize the 
rebel amongst the children and throw him to be ground. He would call 
the servant for help, or a strong boy in order to put the fahq on the 
rebellious child's feet or the feet into the falaq. Then he would hit him on 
his feet ten or twenty times; more or less according to what he thought 
appropriate. The fdaq is an instrument for punishment which we have 
to describe nowadays because it has vanished from the civilized cities: 
i t  consists of a thick stick to whi& a rope is fastened, Its ends are connected 
with the ends of the stick, while its middle remains loose. The feet of the 
boy are put between the rope and the stick. Two persons rotate the stick 
and whatever remains of the rope is wound around it. The legs are 
confined and the two ER them up and the boy comes to lie on his back. 
One of those present seizes the ends of the fdaq and the teacher begins 
to beat the soIes of the feet with his stick. 

I do not remember that I sampled a taste of this instrument in 
school, not because of any innate virtue but because of my great timidity 
and strong fear of punishment. I like to avoid the causes of enmity- 
from my childhood I noticed this natural disposition in me - therefore, 
I avoided anything that would infuriate the teacher or would cause him 
to rebuke me or beat me. 

I spent, I believe, two years in this school until the teacher told my 
father, cc6u$ji has finished his studies. He has begun to spell words!" 
My father was extremely happy. Concluding the reading exercises meant 
I could read the psalms wen, and it is true that I read them well, but 1 did 
not understand a word I read. 

This did not satisfy the ambitions of my father for my education 
since I had not yet learned writing and arithmetic and I was not able to 
make a note of a name and put next to it what was owed. He transferred 
me from this so splendid a school to a school that had been newly opened 
in Beirut known by the name of Madrarat d-.hwa'm, referring to the people 
of Damascus. Those who had established the school were a group of 
educated people fiom Damascus, from where they had emigrated to 
Beirut after the massacre of 1860. In this school I learned some principles 
of arithmetic, grammar and penmanship. I began ta gain understanding 



and insight and my eyes were opened. Our teachers had a great interest 
in teaching. The school was known for its education, especially because 
of the strictness of its rules. There was no law but the will ofthe supervisor 
or principal. In  those days the principal was Z@ HairallZh aS- 
S u ~ a i r i , ~  He used violent language and commanded great respect. 
Originally he was a mason. He possessed intelligence and taught and 
educated himself until he became a teacher of high rank. The students 
used to be scared of him and fear his voice. He used to teach arithmetic 
and grammar, fields in which he was a great expert. There was another 
grammar teacher with the name Ily% al-Ufiri who later on became 
judge in al-Kfira. Then there was a teacher from the family Naufal 
who was called Ourg Ragiha, and another one from the family 'h i ,  
whose name I don't remember. The school had a good name, but did not 
continue for very long. I do not know the reason, but I remember that 
it was closed, when I was about nine years old (1870). The people reg- 
retted its closure since its educational system was good. 

When I left this school I had a basic knowledge of grammar inflection, 
penmanship, arithmetic and some very scanty knowledge of French. 
The teachers of the school advised the fathers at the time to send their 
children to the Greek Orthodox school, "The Three  doctor^".^^ Ziihir 
had been appointed there as principal or as a teacher. His fame helped 
to transfer most students of the Madrasat aS-Suwa'm there. It was not long 
before he founded a private school of his own to which I transferred. 
ZZhir was extremely interested in teaching the students, maintaining the 
fame of his school and striving for its-good progress. Language, arithmetic 
and French were taught there. I spent about two years in this school 
and had.begun to take great pleasure in knowledge and its understanding. 
Nothing but learning interested me. I differed from the other students 
with regard to playing, because I had absolutely no inclination towards 

: 25. IIy5s Ztihir Hairall5h ag-guwairi (1834-1916) born in Suwair. Greek Ortho- 
dox. Taught in various schools in Beirut and Damascus; wrote for al-Muqtawf, al- 

etc. DXOIR I11 406. 
26. In Arabic: al-AqnGr a!-Jalaa, the three moons. Meant are the three Church- 

fathers Basil and Gregory of Nazianzus and John Chrysostomos. The school was founded 
in 1833 by the Greek Orthodox community in Sfiq al-Garb. 1866 it was transferred 
to Beirut, became one of the major schools of the Greek Orthodox community. It 
exists until today as the College de Trois Docteurs. HANP 71, ZAID~~N Ta'rifi &6 IV 38. 



amusement and distraction. I used to consider this a defect in myself: 
only rarely I flew kites, played ball (al-&?a) and with marbles (ballieh). 
I might stand and watch or accompany the pupils when they went out to 
fly a huge kite around which the children of the neighbourhood would 
gather and I would follow them marvelling at their courage and expertise 
in constructing a kite and flying it. 

At the end of the two years, when I was eleven years old and my 
knowledge still faulty, my father needed me in his restaurant to render 
him temporary help in writing down the names and payments of cus- 
tomers until he would succeed in substituting another waiter for the one 
who had just left him. He had had this servant for the tables - from Bait 
S a b ~ b  but raised in our house - whom he entrusted with bookkeeping 
and cooking, etc. He was fed up with him for I don't know what reason. 
The boy left for his village and did not return. My father did not insist 
on his coming back because he thought that his son cur& had come 
to know bookkeeping and could give I-Lim a hand with the cooking and 
other work even if it was only temporary until this boy would return in 
spite of his anger. He told me, "curgi, come assist me for seven or eight 
days until I find someone to replace you!" I went there full of disgust 
because I enjoyed my studies very much. I obeyed him, but still Cherished 
the hope of returning to the school. These seven days stretched into seven 
or eight years. I spent them in the markets of Beirut amongst their 
crowds and was forced to associate with the lowliest groups amongst 
them, because our eating place - or restaurant - was in the areas of the 
al-Burg' square. It was moved from one location to another but never was 
far off this square. The al-Burg' square was in those days the meeting 
point for the crooks. the rowdies and the idle - amongst them drunkards, 
gamblers, pimps and quarrelsome people. I used to keep awayfrom their 
company for I had no free time for idle amusements. Most of the regular 
customers whom I was obliged to associate with were strangers coming to 
Beirut for trade or other purposes. If there was one of the townspeople 
amongst them, it was likely that he avoided his father's house in order 
to execute some mischief which he had planned for that night. The people 
of Beirut would eat only during the day in a restaurant, and only if 
somebody was in his store and his home was far away. But in the evening 
everybody would repair to his house to take his dinner together with his 



children and wife and parents. Most of our customers came at night for 
dinner. From the townspeople only the vagrants and their like would 
come. Thus, most of our clientele consisted of drunks, vagrants or 
strangers. 

After one and more years had passed by, while I was working in 
the restaurant, my mother feared that my situation would protract itself 
and my future would be ruined. She hated restaurants. Ever since my 
fkther had demanded that I help hGn she had beseeched him not to 
extend my job there and he had given her his word. When the i h t  year 
had thus passed, she insisted that he take me out &om there and return me 
to school. But he told her, "He has already finished his studies and there 
is no use in too much study - be it then that you want to make him 
into a scribe or a teacher. It is better not to exaggerate with education 
which would only make him into some westernized dandy, mutafami,& 
who eats only with fork and knife - and perhaps it will occur to him to 
wear Frankish clothes". (Those clothes were rare at the time and no 
Syrian would wear them with the exception of high officials in consulates 
and similar places. To eat with fork and knife was still counted as one of 
the elegant habits of westernization, ta fami . )  My father did not say this 
because of his distaste for civilization but because he Eked to guard the 
Eastern habits and hated the artificiality or pretention of Europeanized 
appearance. My mother was convinced by his answers, but she still 
disliked me remaining in this trade, and asked him, <'Let him enter 
another trade than this one. I dislike this work, the smell of greasy food 
and his sticking around the eating glace day and night without a holiday 
or Sunday." He yielded to her objection. After contemplating the matter, 
they decided that I should learn the trade of European shoemaker, which 
was still a novelty in Be*. The argument for their choice was that 
cirjjis a~-hwairi  and his brother Nageh, the sons of ..... ... had taken 
up this craft and succeeded in it until they had opened a shop for selling 
hides. They had already bought some real estate and built a house. Thus, 
they made up their minds that I should learn this trade. They arranged 
a place for m e  with the Mssr. !hwairi. 1 was then k l v e  years old. I 
spent there a year as an apprentice, then transferred to another place 
that belonged to two brothers fkom Damascus of the family ad-Qubayyik 

27. Illegible in ms. 



or ad-0-a Their shop was on the Baihum market. With them I spent 
another half year. At a~-~uwairi my salary had been half a Franc per 
week; at the two ad-DWZk brothers I was promoted to one Franc, . 
because I was still counted amongst the apprentices in the trade, even 
though I had learnt most of it. I spent about two years in the shoemaker 
trade before I was obliged to quit because sitting all day on a chair to 
work was not agreeabIe to my health. Having been stout and energetic in 
the restaurant, my health began to fail after a year in the shoemaker's 
trade. Such weakness smck my stomach that they worried about me 
and decided on my giving. up this trade and returning tempmarily to the 
restaurant until they w d d  think of another craft. I myself did not yet at 
that time understand the meaning of hture, seEeliance, al-iCtimFd 'aIZ 
'n-nafs, and quest for higher levels, al-'ula'. 

I said, I was struck by weakness during my work as a shoemaker, 
and they attributed this to the Iong hours of sitting and the lack of move- 
ment. 1 do not deny the impact of these two factors on health. But there 
was another important reason, a secret one, which every boy or youngster 
ermcouters. X got into this habit before I: worked in the shoemaker's 
trade. I did not take any particular pleasme in it because I was too young. 
My desire for it was increased by my association with the other working 
children, as well as by my long hours sitting quiet. 

these factors together weakened me. I remember, however, 
one benefit that my working in the shop ad-Dfiayyik had, a benefit that 
had a great influence on my hture, because through it I understood the 
extent of damage resulting from this habit. I understood it by incident, 
and it made a deep impression upon me: a son of one of the dignitaries 
of Beirut came fi-equently to the shop of the a$-?t&ayyik. He was a 
fiend of the two bmthers, joked with &em a Iot and discussed many 
questions sincerely with them. He was not cautious lest the little artisans 
should hear him, because he was a fi-ivolbus penon. Once he came and 
complained of exhaustion and weakness. When he leftthe shop one 
brother said to the other, "poor chap, our fn.end. Do you h o w  the reason 

' 

for his wedmess?" He replied in the negative. "The reason is," the other 
continued, "that he plays with his h d . "  It was the first time I had heard 
this expression for this hardid habit, but I understood it. I decided then 
to suppress it, and so f did. I fdt a general improvement in sny health. 
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I had gone back to the restaurant and this change, too, helped the 
progress of my health. 

During the first years of this period ignominiousness took hold of 
me. I played what m y  peers played, not knowing the meaning of initiative 
and of taking care of my leisure time or of enterprise. However, I did 
not have much leisure time that would permit me to play, since the 
restaurant was usually open from the morning till the third or fourth 
hour of the Arabic evening, that is till ten or eleven o'clock.28 But I wed 
to seize the opportunity and enjoy some of the entertainment that took 
place close to our place when it was situated on the street of the Darnascus 
coaches. Next to it there was a cafe in the fashion of the Beiruti cafes of 
those days; a big courtyard covered with rooftiles in which coffee would 
be served and a waterpipe to those who desired it. During the day its 
customers would play checkers, backgammon, cards or knuckle bones. 
When the sun had set, plays and shows would be staged. The most 
important were sword games and the performances of Karag6z (the 
shadow play), jugglery and storytelling. These entertainments would 
alternate and change according to the seasons or other circumstances. 
Our restaurant looked upon the cafe fiom the rear door, fiom where 
one could observe everything. I would sit on a chair there and with 
all this entertainment it was my greatest passion to listen to stories. 
When I saw the storyteller walking up and down reciting the story of 
'Antaras or az-ZirS0 or the like of it, while the people sat bent forward 
listening to him, and enacting the scenes of the tale with his gestures and 
voice - then I would forget my circumstances and would be totally 
absorbed in listening. The narrator related, usually during the course 
of the year, the four stories that were in those days the most famous ones: 
Fir& S a y  h," 'Antar, az-Zir and 'Ali Zaibaq." When the year came to 

28. The hours of the day are counted from sunset in Arabic. 
29. Sirat 'curtar, popular romantic epic, which centres around the idealized person 

of the pre-Islamic poet 'Antar(a), author of a q d a  dealing with Arab tribal warfate. 
EP, NICHOLSON. 

30. Srat az-dr, popular epic of the exploits of al-Muhalhil Ibn ar-RabiCa, a pre- 
IsIamic poet and warrior. See Srat aM laila'al-mufralhil, Beirut, 1866, and NICHOL- 
SON. 

3 1. Silotfirriz fZk, popular epic based on the historical figure of l?iriiz g5h (1 307- 
1388) who ruled as Sultan over the Panjab, Dehli, etc., since 135 1. EIe. 

32. &rat 'ali aibaq BURTON VII 172-209. 



its end, he came back to the first one again. I heard them many times. 
I had no objection to listening to them and I do not complain about the 
time that I wasted doing so. 

Karagiz - that is what the Egyptians called "shadow play" - 
was very much in demand during that time. Today I wonder how people, 
would be prepared to attend this performance, since it was obscene, 
thoroughly loathsome, and indecent. No wonder, though, since it reflected 
the mores of the lowest classes in Beirut, and of those who were known 
in the usage of the townspeople as the "crooks of 'A?@" ('ala"~-@T) 
square - and spread to al-Burg square - whose only occupation was 
pimping, stealing and provoking the passers-by; they would run around 
almost naked, and would sleep on the streets; perhaps they were the rest 
of the 'Ayy6'7iins of the Islamic empires. In any case, they were the lowest 
stage mankind could reach in terms of appearance and speech. Most 
of the spectators of the Karag6z were from their ranks. But I also used to 
see elegantly dressed people willing to attend this performance; I was 
not obliged to sit with all these people on the wooden benches of the cafe 
in order to see the performance, it was enough that I would look from 
the door of our restaurant and see most confortably everything they saw. 
I found the obscene words that I heard and the shameless acting that I 
witnessed repulsive; I felt embarrassed about it, regarding this feeling, 
however, as weakness in myself. I would see the rest of those present 
delighted, clapping ther hmds and asking for more; their speechcon- 
tained not less baseness and obscenity than what they heard. This is not 
surprising since they were all of one kind. 

The sword game, or the hakm (a game with sticks instead of swords), 
dominated the stage only during the Ramadtin nights in this cafe or in the 
one opposite to it. Both I could observe from one of the doors of our 
restaurant. I used to love to watch the sword game because i t  ignited 
and stirred up action and enthusiasm. Because of my young age, I felt 
shy sitting with the spectators and contented myself with surreptitious 
watching. At that time, the sword dancers constituted a troupe, the head 

33. 'qy&, l it  vagabond, r d ,  tramp. In the 9th-12th century with decreasing 
. central authority groups of 'ayyEt7n developed, whose role was partidy religious 

as fighters for Islam, partially social by terrorizing rich people and re-distributing 
their wealth to the poor, and partially simply criminal. EI =. 
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of which was known as Qaddfir DBgHn, a Muslim. The rest of the dancers 
were also Muslims. But all the communities would watch the game. 
Prestige and rule belonged to the Muslims. Martial law prevailed in those 
days and, therefore, the military commander, dtibi!, of the city did what 
pleased him. There occurred an accident which almost led to his [Qaddfir 
Dfigh's] killing and caused the government to abolish the sword games. 
This came about in the following fashion: there was a young Christian 
boy by the name of Yiisuf Sacb in the crowd which observed the game. 
He was muscular and agile in spite of his corpulence, and expert in 
the sword game. While the DiigSin troupe was performing and the sword 
passed from one to the other the eyes of the spectators were glazed, trying 
to spot the winner in order to praise him and applaud him. It so hap- 
pened during this night that Qaddfir approached Yiisuf Sacb and passed 
him the sword and the shield, inviting him to fence. Yiisuf excused himself, 
realizing the friction between the communities that might result from 
this. But they were very civil and polite in inviting him, so he stood up and 
played one round, which filled the onlookers with awe. I was in their 
midst and my heart beat every time I saw him leaping fiom one position 
into another, taking the strokes with agility and expertise. I saw sparks 
flying between the swords and the shields. Eventually, people feared that 
the issue would turn from a conciliatory gesture or a joke into a disaster. 
The game was stopped, but people had the impression that Yiisuf was 
the wimer. This aroused bitter feelings in some of the Muslim spectators 
and they planned to take vengeance the next day. When the news about. 
their decision against him reached Yiisuf the next morning he preferred 
to remove the cause of fiction. He did not agree 'to come down until. 
at-&fa'& Qaddiir Diigiin alluded to those who made light of Yfisuf; he 
said that in his own opinion Yfisuf surpassed even himself, [~tigiinj, and 
that he, FfisufJ, should present himself to the challenge. In spite of his. 
being a Muslim, he thus proclaimed that victory belonged to Yfisuf.. 
Perhaps he did this only to induce the people to attend (rekza'm). Yfisuf, 
for one, could not remain silent any more. He got up, reached for a 
sword and stepped forward to fight with somebody who was one of the 
relatives of the military commander of the city during this time (Sacid 
Ag2i). The game between the two became heated until their eyes were 
red with anger, and a serious feud was on the verge of breaking out, 
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at which point the police intervened. The government, fearing the 
consequences, forbade the sword game in popular cafes from this time on. 

Such were the amusements in the milieu I lived in. My companions, 
however, were not less of a danger to decency and propriety. Most of 
them - for reasons that I mentioned already - were idle people. With 
those customers who had work to do or belonged to respectable families, 
my contact was restricted to business dealings and the accounts. They 
would eat, pay their due and leave again. There remained for company 
only the idle people who had no work that they enjoyed. These people 
would gather in my place; some would spend their leisure time during 
work between morning and evening here. Their talk differed fiom the 
talk of the crooks only in form and expression: one would boast how he 
committed adultery taking possession of so-and-so, the wife of the 
honourable such-and-such, and the next would pride himself in a trick 
he played on the wife or the mother, or in his expertise as a swindler. 
Another would show off with his abilities in fornication. Amongst them 
was a young hunchback whom I heard saying that his hunch was the 
result of immoderation. 

Listening to their talk I felt sad deep inside that I was not able to 
understand a thing of what they were bragging about. I told myself time 
and again that I was going to do just like them. I felt my own inhibition 
and I regretted my weakness. Occasionally, I would cover up my shame 
with a story which I decided happened to me and which contained the 
things they were boasting about. Such were the mores of the masses of 
Beirut. 

During this period of my life, I was enraptured by stories that made 
the rounds in another circle of bums. Their gatherings were restricted to 
boasting about their prowess. One would claim that he faced a whole 
group and defeated them, or how he entered a dark place and saw there 
demons which he chased away with a "basmala" and other fairy tales 
and curiosities of the like. These stories gave me great pleasure and 
awakened in me the zeal to imitate the heroes and courageous men. In 
Beirut there was a number of youths who were famous for their courage 
and who were the talk of boys whenever they gathered. Amongst the 

34. Utterance of bismi' !Mi 'r-ra!unhi 'r-ra!zs'm, ' 'In the name of God the Beneficent, 
the MercifU"' 
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Christians there was Naye Bauli and his brothers - they worked in 
European tailoring, their family being Greek; their youngest was Qustii 
B a ~ l i , * ~  who was killed through treachery. They were all brave and 
generous. Al-H5& F&s was agile in defending himself with the knife. 
As'ad Baideh, from the inhabitants of Mazr5'a, was deadly, quick in his 
movements, an expert in striking with a rod and in the stick game. His is a 
long story and he had some encounters with me. Maybe they will be 
mentioned later on. Amongst the Christians there was also a Maronite 
youth with the name Iskandar al-Abras. He slaughtered pigs and sold 
their meat; he had extremely strong forearms. From among the Muslim 
youth there were Ibriihim 'Abd al-'a and his brother 'UmZtn and the 
children of as-Sardtik and al-~azz5wi and others, who distinguished 
themselves by their courage. Each community used to exaggerate in the 
proofs of bravery and strength that were told about its heroes. 

There were still other social gatherings which brought together the 
young toughs and libertines, ri@Z al-futiiwa wa-'abna" al-haws';= I mean 
the drinking bouts. They occurred very frequently and would be 
attended by the wise man and the ignorant, because the Beirutis have for a 
long time believed Araq to be of benefit before the meal and wine with 
the meal. Rare the person who did not drink on one or both of the two 
occasions. These drinking rounds are only important in our context insofar 
as their participants were decent people who - once the alcohol went to 
their heads - became boisterous, shouted and boasted. Amongst all the 

35. About him Edward Attiyah had the following to say in his own reminiscences 
about Beirut: "In the days just before I was born, the leader of the Christians' cham- 
pions was a man called Osta Bawli - a corruption of his original Greek name, Costi 
Paoli. He was a redoubtable champion, loved and admired by the Christians, dreaded 
by the Moslems. Every Christian in difficulty with the Moslems or with the Turkish 
government was his protegb; every Christian murdered was sure to be avenged by 
him or by his lieutenants; Christians in danger of being arrested sought refuge with 
him. He concealed them, gave them money, helped them to flee to America ... At last 
the Moslems got him. He was stabbed in the back one night and died. By the next 
morning the staggering news had spread throughout the Christian community of the 
town. Osta Bawli dead ! Osta Bawli murdered ! His funeral was the occasion of a fervent 
demonstration by the Christians; it might have been that ofa great captain or statesman. 
For once the Greek Orthodox and Protestant, Maronite and Roman Catholic forgot 
their differences - forgot even their fear of the Moslems and Abdulhamid, and turned 
out to a man, to pay their last tribute, in warlike fashion, to a fallen hero." A- 
l l  ff. 

36. It is not exactly clear whom Zaidgn meant with these terms. 
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1 people I associated with during this period, there was also a group of 
those. I used not to sit down with them to drink, but I would observe 
them while they were drinking in the taverns; one of them would pretend 
friendship and I would respect him for his sagacity or his courage or his 

i distinction in one thing or the other, and I would enjoy sitting with them. 
But I was not able to drink. If I was made to drink a glass, I did not see 
myself' reaching their high spirits full of pride and conceit. Usually three 
or four would sit together to get drunk. One of them would order a 
bamrinZyas? and it would be served to him. It would be poured for him 
and his friends until it was empty. Then another one would order a 
second, and so on until none owed the others anything. Sometimes one 
of then would insist on paying everything if he was a man of eminence or 
merit. But rarely would they acknowledge the right of someone to do so. .. 
Sometimes hell would break loose against whoever acted as the first in 
this. When the wine went to their heads, one would start singing a 
Bagdadi mamuEZ.8s They would listen well to his song and would in- 
terpret from it something that he wanted fi-om them, be it by way of 
praise and laudation or criticism and negative comments. It would then 
behove him or one of his friends or his companions to answer to the 
mawwtil. Prdvided the singing was done with good humour, the party 
would take a turn for the better. But if it consisted of criticism and in- 
sinuations, it would lead to quarrelling and eventually to the drawing 
of knives and unsheathing of sticks. 

I used tb envy these young people for their quickmindedness in their 
answers whtn I was present at their parties, and I used to feel unable 
to keep up &th their enthusiasm and Jamour when singing; since I had 
experienced only this milieu, I believed it to be a virtue to triumph over 
people in things like this. 

Those were the mores of the Beirut lower class, 'Emma, which was 
uneducated because of the few schools available for it. Obscene expres- 
sions and indecent talk prevailed in their speech. But obscene language 
was not restricted to the poor and the masses, '&mma, but was used also 

37. A fiftieth of a bottle of wine or oil. Exact measurement not clear. BARTHELEMY : 
Earn-n. 

38. Mal or mazurilt'yd is a kind of popular song making use of alliterations and 
being composed in the vernacular. EII. 
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by the rich people. At that time the peopIe of Beirut consisted of two 
classes, tabaqatiin: the lower class, al-'ima, which means the riff-rafF, 
the artisans, all the other people with menial occupations, and the small 
merchants. The peopIe of the government and the rich constituted the 
upper class, al-b@sa. But the social norms were basically one and the 
same as far as family life, manners of speech, eating and drinking were 
concerned. Food and living style differed only very little. Obscene 
expressions were predominant in the speech of the rich as well as in that 
of the poor. Regard in the same way the consumption of alcoholic be- 
verages and the like, keeping in mind, however, the difference in means 
and resources. 

During that period, i.e. after the unrest of the sixties, there developed 
a third class amongst the people of Beirut educated in the Christian 
missionary schools, especially the American, English, and German ones. 
Following the French occupation of Beirut, a result of the clashes of the 
year sixty, missions flocked to the city. They founded schools in order to 
spread the knowledge and culture of modern civilized Europe. S9 Out of 
this grew a group of educated girls who graduated from the school of the 
English Lady, Mrs. Mott'o of the English School, and a group of young 
men, consisting of graduates of the Syrian Evening School, a the School 
of the Jesuits, 42 or the Patriarchal School, 43 etc. This third social group 
was determined to change the social norms from what they were to 
what they became, so that the contemporary morals of Beirut became 

39. is not quite correct here. Educational efforts of local communities 
began in the second half of the 18th century. In the twenties and thirties of the 19th 
century, Jesuits, Lazarists, British and American missionaries had started and intensive 
drive for education in Lebanon. The civil war of the early sixties only saw a temporary 
reduction of these activities. HANF 62. 

40. M U N A ~ ~ I D  28 has here erroneously Mrs. Sut. Mrs. Mott was the wife of an 
English missionary who had come to Beirut in 1861. She took over the English missio- 
nary girls' schools in Lebanon after the death of the founder, Mrs. Thompson, her 
sister-in-law, in 1870. RICHTER 203. 

41. Could not be identified. 
42. Jesuits returned to Lebanon in 1831 and established a first day school in 

Beirut in 1842. TIBAWI 182. The College de Jamhour was founded in Beirut in 1874. 
Since that year there existed also the Universitd de St. Joseph which developed out of 
the Jesuit SchooI in Gazir, transferred to Beirut in 1874. HANP 164. Not evident which 
school ZaidPn meant. 

43. Founded 1864 as a secondary school by the Greek Catholic Patriarch. Today 
i t  is the College Patriarcal. 



comparable with the most advanced habits and customs of the Europeans, 
as far as good manners in talking or sitting, etc., were concerned. 

Yet this group grew gradually. When it first appeared, the common 
people of Beirut considered it a sinful breach with tradition, manifesting 
effeminateness and licentiousness. Especially after these students began 
to dress in Western clothes, they faced the contempt of many. I myself 
regarded these students with contempt because they did not quarrel or 
beat each other and did not drink. 

This opinion, however, did not prevail for very long in my mind, 
as I did not see myself capable of keeping up with the young toughs 
and since I never made any real fi-iends amongst those who condemned 
these Westernizing movements. Eventually, I had occasion to keep 
company with an educated young fellow, who had an impact upon the 
course of my future life, even though this had not been hjs intention. I 
will come to speak of him shortly. 

I realized how incapable I was of comparing myself with these 
youngsters in boasting about beating, killing and drinking, while at the 
same time I was a boy like any other boy in his early youth who loves 
high distinction and seeks fame. I regarded my place amongst these 
people as that of a strange bird. I spent about three or four years in this 
situation, during which time I did not read a book nor learn a word, 
until I forgot what I had learned in the school. I forgot even my desire 
to learn and my love for knowledge. It so happened that I met, as I have 
already hinted, this young man with the name Halil %viil. He was 
originally from Dair al-Qamar. He was a year older than I and he worked 
repairing watches in the al-'A,@ri store in SCq at-tawila. I became ac- 
quainted with him by accident, meeting him at one of our neighbours 
from the Maronite community who ironed tarbushes. When we met we 
liked each other very much. I was'very fond of him and regarded him 
with respect for the sagacity, pride and gentleness that I perceived in 

F 

him, and he made me his friend. 

He had a number of fi-iends who revered him and respected him. 
Most felt that he was intellectually their superior. When we got ac- 
quainted, we began to arrange walks outside every Sunday sometime in 
the afternoon. We went out to the a l - ~ ~ r a f i ' a  Heights or the ~mantina' 
or other places for promenades. We. took none of the devices of pleasure 



with us. Some of us would bring a small flask with Araq, but nobody 
would touch a sip of it. Amongst the group was a boy by the name of 
Ascad Muscad whose soft voice delighted all of us when he sang. We had 
not been acquainted with each other for long before I felt a special 
effection for Halil and he felt the same for me. When we went out for a 
walk - fifteen or twenty of us - we began, he and I,. to separate ourselves 
most often fi-om the rest and immerse ourselves in deep conversation. It 
was of great benefit to me that he used to memorize much poetry and 
assumed that I knew some myself. He would recite one of the verses of 
al-Mutanabbia or of [Ibn] al-FBrid. 45 He admired it and imagined 
that I understood its meaning. For me, all this was new. It was enjoyable 
to contemplate the meaning of the poems. I began to read them and to 
interpret them. My desire to read poems grew daily. The understanding 
of their meanings increased my wish to exchange opinions about them. 
But none of our companions took pleasure in such an exchange. They 
would more likely dismiss us and keep busy with drinking and singing 
while we would investigate the meaning of a verse and carry on a dispute 
about the purpose of the poet. 

Initially, he stirred up my interest in reading poetry. I purchased 
the books of aI-Mutanabbi and [Ibn] al-Fiirid, who .... in Beirut.*= 
I began to read those two and to study closely the meaning of what I 
was reading. It pleased me when I succeeded in understanding one of the 
obscure verses, just as if I had conquered a country or hit upon a treasure. 
This encouraged me in my reading, and strengthened my affection for 
Hdil. Eventually, our group broke up and our fiiends scattered; only 
I;i[alil and I remained as if we were one. To him goes the credit of having 
awakened my interest in reading which meant the opening of a new 
future for me. 

Qalil had friends amongst the students. Some of them, whom I met 
through him, were from the College. *' From them I heard, for the first 

44. Al-Mutanabbi (905-965). His DSwa'ir first time printed in Beirut in 1860 before 
that several prints in India since 1814; GAL I 86 ff. Suppl. I 138 ff. 

45. 'Umar Ibn al-FLrid (1  182-1235). His Didn lithographed 1872 in Aleppo, 
first printed in Beirut 1882; GAL Suppl. I 463. 

46. Illegiile in ms. 
47. Here and in the following College refers to the Syrian Protestant College. 
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:? . r time, a rebuke of the ability to shout, drink, and draw knives, things to 

which I had lent myself; so much so that I wanted to get used to drinks, 
as other people did. I suggested to a neighbour of ours, by the name of 
Istifn al-Gamma, who used to buy tobacco and Araq from us, that he 
should cool a _ham-nfya for me - hidden from my father - so I could 
drink it slowly during my work from around sunset to the time of the 
evening prayer. He cooled it for me and I went out the first time and 
took a glass of it. Soon I went and had a second glass. I had hardly taken 
a third drink when I threw up everything in my stomach. Dizziness over- 
came me. But I suffered through it quietly so that my father would not 
sense what I had done. In my innermost self I was sad, that I was indeed 
not one of these manly young people. You should have seen how much 
I was relieved when I heard these fiends denouncing the habit of drink: 
ing and other deeds of those youngsters. They made wisdom, calmness, 
and conciliation desirable and I felt as if a veil had been pulled awaq 
fkom my eyes. I realized that I was on the right path, but had tried to 
delude myself. I continued to hold on to those friends and I began to 
make my own mind judge each issue, even though I had little knowledge 

\and experience. 

During this period of friendship with Halil and my newly developed 
desire to learn it happened once that the teacher Sucfid at-Taw3 from 
as-Siyiih in the neighbourhood of Beirut, one of our customers, sat in 
our restaurant -just being sociable in an hour of leisure. He mentioned 
that he had opened a school to teach boys English during the evening 
hours. The term "English language" was strange for the Beirutis to hear 
because the only characteristic of the English they knew was contained in 
the expression "English drunkenness". Frequently they used to observe 
drunken members of the English navy in the streets of the city. Some of 
the English cruisers, which used to patrol in the Mediterranean, would 
from time to time anchor in the port of Beirut and their crews would 
come ashore on leave after being for weeks and months isolated on their 
tours. They would roam around the city, eat, drink and most would be 
overpowered by drunkenness. When they were drunk they would quarrel 
boisterously in a language nobody understood. So the expression "English 
drunkenness" was on everybody's lips in Beirut, implying excessive 
drinking. Few understood, indeed, the English language, amongst them 
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dragomans who made friends with the sailors while those were roaming 
through the markets. They would mediate between the sailors and the 
merchants - dividing the profits or receiving a commission for what- 
ever was sold. 

I don't know what aroused my interest to learn this language, 
when the teacher Suciid mentioned the school. I don't remember that 
1 did this out of ambition for the future or desire to translate for who- 
ever of the English navy came to us to eat. I was far too timid to do 
something like that. But I know that I asked Suciid how much the fee 
was. He told me thirty Beiruti girS (i.e. less than six francs) per month. 
The teacher Su'fid used to eat in our place and I told him that he ate for 
much more money than this and that we should cut the fee off his food 
bill and I would not notice the payments at all. I informed my father 
that I wanted to learn the English language. He did not object, but 
wondered how I would be able to do this, when I was busy all day and 
part of the night in the restaurant. I was then fifteen years old. I began to 
visit the teacher frequently at home. There were about fifteen students 
who learned together, both young and old. Some were dragomans for 
tourists, and their language was poor; some were servants who wanted 
to advance to the class of dragomans. But very soon they found the 
learning of this language difficult and began to leave the teacher. Before 
two months had passed, only I and one fi-iend by the name of Damis' 
Sufair remained together. He is today an expert accountant in Egypt. 
Only he and I remained, and the teacher used to prefer to turn us away, 
since taking sixty girf from us per hour each night [sic] was not sufficient 
for him. When we finished the fourth month and began the fXth the 
teacher told me: "You know now as much English as I do". I believed 
'him because man is misled in his youth and in his mature age as well by 
the praise of people attributing to him an achievement which he did not 
accomplish or in which he has no merit, especially at  the age of immaturity. 
I was reaffirmed in my misbelief because I began to translate easiIy 
from the book the Third Reader. The teacher confirmed that I had got to 
know the English language very well. I ceased to go to him and tried 
my hand at reading a book of Captain Cook's voyages to the ocean 
islands. I realized that I was much weaker than I had thought myself 
to be and I began to study on my own. 
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What helped me to accomplish in reading and the like by myself 
as much as I did was my strong determination, qawi' al-'azinza, my sturdy 
physique and my perserverance in work, sabzir 'ala' '1-'amal. Take for 
instance the learning of English. I have told you already that I was busy 
in our restaurant all day and some hours of the night. My father needed 
me every moment because the accounts and the dealings were in my 
hands. Only at night after returning home did I have time for myself. I 
would light a lamp which I had put on the window sill next to my bed 
and spend the hours in learning and reading. Once my father knocked 
at the door ofmy room while I was sitting on my bed reading and writing. 
I rose and opened the door to him assuming that he was still awake and 
had come to admonish me to sleep, as was his habit. But when I opened 
the door I saw that the dawn had already begun to show. He asked me, 
"How come that I see you got up early this morning?" I answered him, 
"I haven't slept yet!" He got angry and advised me to take care of my 
health and asked how did I stay awake until the rise of the day? I 
apologized but I reverted to similar sessions quite unintentionally. . 

My effort to learn this language affected my work. I usually cooked 
in the morning. Cooking for us.meant to put ten pots on the stoves all 
at once : one for the rice, one for beans and so on - I would take care of 
all of them. Then I would open my English book to study and to translate. 
When I was needed during my readings for moving a pot or cutting meaG 
I would put the book face down on the writing table, bdtdteh, and do 
the work; then I would return to it. 

During this time I had the idea of compiling an English-Arabic 
dictionary. The dictionary of AbkZriyiisP8 had not yet appeared, .I 
acquired the Douglas dictionary, which was only in English. The Jesuits 
had a French-Arabic dictionary. I used these two dictionaries and 
linguistic connections and whatever expressions I knew to compile my 
English-Arabic dictionary. I reached ihe letter E before I became weary 
of it. No wonder I gave up, since I had very little language knowledge. 
I was extremely sad when I discontinued this work, since it spontaneously 
came to my mind that I was by nature weak-willed and of little arnbitiop. 

48. Yiihan5 AbEriyiis (d. 1889) brother of the poet Iskandar A. Born in Beirut 
of Armenian origin. Besides some other books by him he wrote and published in Beirut 
.an English-Arabic dictionary; ZAIDAN Ta'rih a'da'b IV 260. 
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:I regarded it  as an evil omen that I did not do the work and did not 
persevere in it to the end. I was then sixteen years old. 

But this did not dissuade me from studying. I began to read Arabic 
books of poetry and literature, and the Kitcrb rna&aL al-ba&ain.49 The 
latter had a great impact upon me since it helped me to learn linguistic 
terms with the knowledge of which I boasted in front of my companions. 
The reading of poetry led me to try composition myself. I would compose 
a verse or two without knowing their meter or desinential inflection. 

The story of the acquisition of the ma&' al-bahrain is not without 
interest and is worth mentioning for its humour. When my inquisitiveness 
began to grow, I had heard about Kitab magmac al-bahrain and I wanted 
to buy it. But I found it to be too expensive because its price was, I believe, 
four or five francs. When I was sitting one day in the restaurant a boy 
passed by with a used copy in his hand, which he offered to sell. I bought 
it from him for nine Beiruti QirS, i.e. less than half the price. I was very 
happy with it. But when my father came back from his promenade 
towards evening - he went out every afternoon to relax together with a 
fiend by the name of Hanng az-Zail5' who originally had been his" 
partner - when he came back towards evening he saw the book and 
asked me about it. I told him, "I bought it  for nine girS." He, however 
had no idea of its worth, since he could not read. He thought somebody 
had cheated me and he, therefore, was annoyed. He took it  in his hand 
and enquired, "Did you pay nine &;for this book and exchange money 
just for paper?'' I in turn got angry, which was visible on my face, and 
preferred not to answer him. He remained convinced that I had made a 
mistake. When we returned home in the evening my mother had already 
prepared dinner, but I pretended not to feel like eating and went to the 
bedroom, expecting that they would call me and would not let me go to 
sleep hungry. I heard my mother scolding my father for having irritated 
me to the point that I would go to sleep without eating. But he insisted on 
his opinion. I t  so happened that one of our neighbours, Amin Fayygd, 
one of the dignitaries of Beirut, came over to see us that night for an 
evening visit. He used to show some affection for me. Asking about me 
he was answered that I had gone to sleep. My mother seized this oppor- 

49. N a i ~  AL-YAzIOZ, Kit& maha'  al-bahrain, Beirut 1856. Collection of essays 
written in the style of the maqZmEt of al-uariri in rhymed prose; GAL Suppl. I 765. 



tunity and complained to him about the obstinacy of my father. Asked 
about the reason for his anger, he replied, "He spends money to buy 
useless paper!" Amin Fayyiid answered, "Thank God, Abii cur~i, that 
your son uses the money for buying books and not for drinking and the 
like - indeed this is a blessing for which you ought to thank God". I had 
heard his words very well, even though I pretended to be asleep. Im- 
mediately, my mother gained the upper hand, she woke me up, sat me 
at the table and put my mind at rest, so did my father. This story is still 
before my eyes and it was of benefit to me. 

During this time c'al-Muqta~af"SO appeared. It was, I believe, 
in its second year of publication when some of the school teachers, who 
came often to us, pointed out to me an article about the lunar eclipse in 
one of its issues. I read it and when I understood it I felt a great joy 
because I knew the reason for the eclipse and how the earth turns and 
stands in the middle between the moon and the sun and the eclipse comes 
about. In some other issues I read about the clouds and the cause of rain. 
My inquisitiveness about the laws of nature grew and I desired to obtain 
a book, the only one there was about the philosophy of nature in Arabic- 
I mean the KitEb al-'ariis al-badica by a~-Sudtidi,5l which was very popular. 
I t  so happened that some of the students of the Imperial Medical School 
returned fiom Istanbul in order to conclude their studies in the College. 
I got acquainted with one of them, SamcBn al-Hiiri, " sond of one of 

B 
the notables of al-Ktira (today Dr. SamC5n al-Uiiri). He came frequently 
to our restaurant to eat since he was a stranger in Beirut. I was delighted 
to get to know him since, in general, I had a strong inclination to associate 
and to converse with the students of the colleges. I was convinced of their 
superiority to all other human beings. When I sat together with one of 
them, I looked up to him as a teacher. After SamC5n had visited me often 
and I had become friends with him - he was an amiable companion - 

50. See 12, n. 2. 
51. MUNAOOID 36 reads here QaSdtidi, but clearly meant is As'ad Ibriihim a:- 

Sudiidi (1826-1906). He was a teacher at various schools, since 1866 at the Syrian 
Protestant College. His KitEb al-'anis al-ba&'afZ 'ilm at-tabi'a appeared in Beirut in 
1873; GAL 111 339, DLGIR I11 616, ZAIDAN Ta'r i~  EdEb IV 200. TIBAWI 181 has 
As'ad sadtidi. 

52. Sam'ih al-Htiri (d. 1921) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from the 
SPC in 1882, worked as a physician in Beirut; Alumni 11. 



he felt my congenial reception and felt like disclosing to me his circums- 
tances. He told me about his determination to enter the College to learn 
medicine. But he had no knowledge of the sciences which were required 
prior to entering the field of medicine. He consulted me about the way 
to study these fields and I explained to him that the best book was kita'b 
al-'am al-badpa. He bought it and brought it to me, complaining, "I do 
not understand what I read. I t  is necessary that I learn again what I 
learned in Istanbul in Turkish". So I began to read with him together 
and to explain to him what he did not comprehend. In this way, I was 
compelled to understand the topics very well myself. After a short while 
he managed to study on his own - ofperhaps he took a teacher to help 
him. But I remember very clearly that I drew some benefit fi-om reading 
this book. 

From that time on I began to question myself whether it was neces- 
sary for me to remain stuck with this job I had. 1.would not have minded 
staying with i t  had it been conducive to my obtaining knowledge; 
I felt my passing fi-om one stage into another. I had reached the age of 
sixteen. Until then I had considered myself weak and incapable, existing 
only to emulate others, assuming that what occurred around me was 
proper and I could only imitate it; and when I did not succeed in doing 
so, I regretted my weakness. Now, however, I felt that I was an individual 
with my own will, believing that most of what happened around me was . 

mostly wrong and that I was on the right and proper way. I felt myself m 

inadequate. This coincided with my entering the age of self-deceptions and 
illusions. I t  is the age in which a youngster is overcome by conceit 
thinking himself the smartest of all people and assuming for himself 
an outstanding future. He blames the people for failing to appreciate him 
according to his true ability. But the cowardice for which I had a natural 
disposition usually mitigated my defusions. 

During the first part of the time I spent at the restaurant I was 
convinced that the people who wore b~ntalCna't5~ were. of higher intelli- 
gence, wider knowledge and better judgment than those 'wearing the 
sinua'l," because most of them belonged t o  the educated people. But . p . 
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53. The French word pantalon is recognizable. What is meant by this term are -.- 

Western-styled pants. ., . .:.; -. . \ 

54. Si-'l pl. sariw-1 or ?irwZl p t  sirri&'l are the traditional Ottoman baggy trousers. .. 
'.*: -. ,. 
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when I began to open my eyes and read a little of the scientific principles, 
this opinion of mine was somewhat weakened. I stopped being surprised 
any more when people wearing the sirtuiil and the qunbizss kept up with 
those wearing pants and hats. 

When my mother noticed my progTess she helped me and reiteratcd 
i <'. , .?.:: 
r .,.- the attack against my father, demanding that he should take me out of 
1 , " +: 
: ..?L the restaurant. He did not oppose her. But the idea was that one had to 

.< . .. deliberate about the occupation which it was desirable totake -up after 
leaving. He believed that being a cook was the most profitable 'vocation, 
if one's cooking became popular. He contradicted my mother very much 
on this point since she vehemently criticized this vocation because of the 
filth and work day and night. 

Through Siiwiil, I had already made the acquaintance of many 
b of his fkiends among the commercial clerks in Stiq at-tawila. I felt myself 

strange and sordid amongst them, in spite of m y  delight about their 
kind praise for me. Whenever I saw one of them in front of his desk, 
the account book open before him, with the pen stuck behind his ear 
his clothes and desk clean, then my heart started to beat with desire for a 
similar position. Therefore, I mentioned to my parents wkien they were 
deliberating what to do with me that I should work as a clerk in some 
store in Siiq at-tawfla. They agreed with me. It required, however, the 
study of double-entry bookkeeping, hisib ad-diibipi, to keep the books. 
I told them that I would learn it.  here lived at the time a famous 
teacher of this art, by the name of al-Hawcia Habib Sacd. He gave 
private lessons in his house to those wanting to learn double-entry 
bookkeeping. I knew this and arranged to study with him. We agreed 
upon 250 girS for teaching me this art, without, however, setting a time 

. limit. I payed the money and began to come fkequently to the house of 
the teacher. Several well-educated people also studie'd this subject with 
him and I considered them to be better in studying because they came 
from the schools. Not two months passed before I mastered the double 
entry bookkeeping. I noticed that my teacher was very astonished about 

:this; I, i n  turn, was bewildered by his astonishment until I learned that 
:: my colleagues who learned together with me had spent. a' month on it 

. 1 already when I came and stayed for another month after I had left. 1 

55. A sleeved garment worn by men, open in front and held together by a belt. 



-maintain that I had no merit beyond theirs other than endeavour, 
because I acquired this knowledge out of my own desire, while they 

>,were urged on to it by the wish of their fathers. 

After I completed the studies, it only remained that I should join 
one of the warehouses. One of the friends introduced me to the store of 
al-yawiija carztizi on Stig a.t-.tawfla. I agreed to come down to work for 
him. I put on clean clothes as the clerks and accountants did and went 
down to the store. My first task was the dusting of all the shelves. When 
a customer came I was to help al-Hawiiga Garzibi to fetch the siIk cloths 
or other things for inspection by the customer. It happened that I spent 
the first half day without anybody coming. I felt lonely being a confined 
employee, while in the restaurant I had been my own master in full 
command of affairs. I was dispirited and I could hardly wait for it to be 
lunchtime so that I could ask permission to go to eat. I did not return but 
went back to the restaurant. 

However, I had acquired some independence of mind. Ileft the 
sphere of blind submission and began to rely upon what appeared to me to 
be contradictory to my common surrounding. Gradually, I dared to 
criticize the talks and acts of others. I started to respect myself and my 
opinion, the more so as the pride of the young man grew in me. I created 
an attitude around which revolved my endeavours to raise my worthiness : 
guarding over my conduct by avoiding obscene expressions and the 
company of uneducated people and ceasing completely to make jokes. 
Soberness dominated my talk and my deeds. So exaggerated was ;ny 
attempt to keep above any suspicion of adultery that I would not look at 
a woman any more. I would not pass a street where people were 
gossiping about one of the women residing there. My fdend S ~ w i i I  
and I had agreed together on this conduct. We became famous for this 
amongst the Beirutis and they cited us as examples; parents would 
mention it to their children so that they would imitate us. The more 
praise I heard for this attitude, the more I clung to it. I am not ashamed 
to declare frankly that I spent eight years in this dangerous environment 
as I described it, but I emerged from it unblemished and clean - though 
I do not deny that more than once I was close to faltering because of 
so .many temptations. In the beginning I had to control myself, then 
it became an inner conviction with me. 



I wanted to read as much as my time permitted me. I courted the 
educated people and when somebody famous in scholarship or journalism 
came to me I would outdo myself in showing my respect. I would watch 
every word he said and quote from him. If indeed one of them spoke to me 
or was fiiendly with me, I considered this a great condescension on his 
part; after all, he was a scholar or a writer and yet addressed one of the 
common people, a b d  as-su'qa. Amongst those educated people who 
frequently visited the restaurant was the $a$ IbrZhim al-Yhigi.56 He 
wore the Arab sariiwil and a North African fez. He impressed me very 
much with the neatness of his clothes and the arrangement of his outfit. 
Saih Ib rb im  had attained great fame in the world of scholarship and had 
many admirers. Occasionally he would come to take his lunch at my 
place. I t  was his habit to come shortly after noon when I was alone. I 
wondered how I could serve him best. By nature he was courteous and 
agreeable. When he addressed me or joked with me I would remember 
every one of his words and repeat them. I still remember how he once 
had his lunch and left but had forgotten his glasses on the table. I followed 
him, holding them in my hands and gave them to him, He smiled and 
said, "I left my eyes with you, but no need to be worried about them; I 
left my heart with you a long time ago and nothing has happened to it." 
Another time he rose from the table giving me a big coin, I believe it 
was a riy62 in order that I should give him back the change after sub- 
tracting the price of the lunch. I reached for the drawer of the little 
cash box to give him back the change and said, "In the name of AUiih, 
the Beneficent, the M e r W ,  Owner of the Day of Judgment." I pulled 
out the drawer and pointing with his finger to the money he addressed 
it, "Thee we worship, Thee we call for help!" I was delighted with this 
pun and related it to many." I was happy that Saib al-YZzigi was so 
kind to me. 

Amongst those was also 'Abda1lZ.h al-B~stHni,~~ the teacher. I 

56. See 6, n. 7. 
57. Zaidk quotes here the first and the third verse of the first Sura, al-Fa'tik. 

Al-YIizijji answers with the fourth verse. Assumedly he changed the gender of "thee" 
in Arabic from male to fernale, iy&, instead of iyika, thus making it clear that he is 
referring to the money. 

58. 'Abdalliih al-Busthi (1854-1930), member of an illustrous Lebanese family. 
Several geneiations of it were involved in the intellectual and literary revival of the 
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benefited much from his talks about poetry and language. I once showed 
him some verses that I had composed and he encouraged me even though 
I knew that they were no good. He recited often to me from his g6hiZz' 
poetry, much of which I memorized. During that time the people of Dair 
al-Qamar happened to oppose Rustum and to write against him. 
'Abdalliih, the teacher, published in the L G n  al-ha60 a dream in which he 
alluded to the PZ6 and his actions and in which he included many names 
of the Iblis and the devils. I used to discuss this with him when we met. 

Amongst them was also the teacher Ibr5him al-KafrGni, a and. .. . . 62 

I had subscribed to "al-Muqta@f" to read it. I boasted about the fact 
that I was a subscriber to it and liked other people to kriow that I read it. 
I wanted to embark on writing for it. I wrote an article, doing my utmost 
correcting and embellishing it according to my abilities. I did not know 
grammatical endings and forms but I wrote it from the heart, its topic 
being a criticism of fathers who neglect the education of their young 
children, because once they are grown up the opportunity for education 
is lost. This was at the time my situation. I sent the essay to "al-Muqtafaf" 
in care of its director, Siihin MakZriyti~,~~ and I waited patiently for 
the forthcoming issue. I t  appeared - and then another one and a third 
one, but the essay was not published. I was amazed that it had not 
been published since I believed it to be useful. After some months the 
director of "al-Muqtataf' happened to come to me with some friends for 

Arab world. 'AbdallZh himself was interested in literature and was one' of the first to 
write a piece for the theatre in Arabic. He worked as a teacher of Arabic in various 
missionary and government schools; D L G ~  I1 193. 

59. Rustum P&"Z (1806-1895) Italian by origin he entered the service of the Otto- 
man Empire. After serving as the Ottoman Ambassador to Italy he was appointed in 
1873 ~MutqaTif of the Lebanon in which function he served for ten years. The position 
of Muba,r~atif or plenipotentiary, had been established for the Lebanon together with 
RLgZenzetzt Organique after the disturbances of 1858-1860. The Mutq~anf had to be a 
Catholic Christian and was directly responsible to the government in Istanbul ; ZAIDAN 
Tar@"irn I 202 ff. 

60. Lisa'n &-&!a, a semi-weekly journal founded in 1877 by &lil Sarkis in Beirut. 
It eventually became a daily paper offering a melange of topics ranging from politics 
over literature to agriculbre; ~i 'J'ARRAzI I1 27-33. 

61. Ibr5him al-Kafifini (d. 1896) obtained a B.A. from the SPC in 1873, taught 
as an instructor in the preparatory school of the Medical School, 1880-1885, later 
went to Egypt where he worked as a translator; Alumni 4, Catalogue 80181-84/85. 

62. sic in rns. 
63. See 23, n. 37. . . 
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lunch. We. knew each other already from before. He greeted me and I 
admired him for his modesty and friendliness. I ventured to find out 
from him about my article and asked whether it had reached him. He 
answered that it had reached him and that perhaps the next one would 
be better than this one. So I understood that he did not publish it because 
of its weakness. I took this as a lesson and my self-confidence regressed 
to what it had been ten years ago. I t  did not at  all enter my mind that 
the manager of the newspaper treated me unfairly, as is the case with 
most who write for a newspaper and their articles are not published. But 

1 .  I was convinced after this'that I would not insist on anybody publishing 
my articles. I did not again write for any newspaper from that time on 
until after I had studied sciences, entered the medical school and had 
understood some of the subjects of medicine. Even then my writings 

I remained controversial, as will be mentioned below. 

All this I realized and waited patiently for an opportunity. My desire 
to study had been augmented through my association with students from 
the College. A large group of the medical students studied there but lived 
outside. Most of them were strangers and came to eat in the restaurant. 
My friend Sam'Bn al-Hiiri had entered this school, but he kept coming 
back to us to eat and even brought some other students to us. They used 
to socialize with me a lot. After the meal they would sit when we finished 
serving food to the people, and we would talk and discuss and they would 
discern in me an inclination for learning, or sometimes I would embark 
upon a scientific discussion and they would hear talk from me that would 
show my inquiry into this  science the like of which they were not accus- 
tomed to from cooks or other lower artisans or vendors in those times. The 
.number of students that came back to us increased and I was delighted 
with them, not because of the gains I hoped to make from their meals but 
.because I enjoyed their conversation. 

- I began to think about ways that could help me to acquire know- 
ledge. My father had cast upon me the most important tasks of his 
restaurant and its bookkeeping. I cooked, I shopped, I collected the 
money, gave credit and settled the accounts. I became indispensible to 
this place in order to keep it from falling apart, since my father did not 

i know how to write and had got used to depending on me'and not trusting 
anybody else. 
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Amongst those who visited my place frequently during that time 
were Halil HairallZh, As'ad RahhH1,65 Hasan Nassiir,66 Biibiis Hakim, 137 
Sarnc5n al-Hiiri and others. They used to invite me to their festivities 
which tookplace in the school after the exams and the distribution of the 
diplomas. I listened to the public addresses and observed the successfd 
students, and I felt depressed because I was excluded from this. I would 
not leave such a festivity without feeling low. I was rarely present at  such 
occasions without my friend Halil h w i i l .  He possessed a similar inclina- 
tion towards study and used to complain about his being tied down as a 
watchmaker, just as I would complain about my confinement to the 
restaurant. My companions would often notice my depressed mood and 
ask me the reason. I would excuse myself a'nd deny it. Only to Halil 
I once said, "Shall there not come a day when I stand where these 
speakers stand ?" 

I also attended the festivities of the Sums al-birr association, which 
was a chapter of the English Y.M.C.A.@ It was a club filled with 
educated people, most of its members consisting of students at the College- 
Speeches and conferences were given there. I was, of course, friends with 
some of its members from amongst the students of the College. They 
encouraged me to join this association and I considered their encourage- 
ment a great favour. I became a member of its organization and believed 
it to be a great honour, since I did not deem anything more valuable in 
this world than knowledge. 

One of the marks the friendship with S ~ w t i l  made upon my future 
was the fact that he introduced me to Doctor Iskandar al-B&iidisS who 
was then a student at the School of Medicine. I am greatly indebted to. 
al-BXdi because it was he who placed me a t  the gates of knowledge 
and prepared me for the world of culture. I met him through Siiwfil who. 

64. UaliI IJairall?ih (1860-1899), born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from 
SPC in 1883, krved a s  a medical officer with the Egyptian army in Sudan; Alumni 13. 

65. As'ad Ra&a (1 959-1 927) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from SPC 
in 1883; Aluhi  13. 

66. yasan NwZr studied medicine at the SPC but did not graduate. No further 
information. 

J 67. BQus Hakii (1857-1897) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from SPC; 
in 1883, worked in Lebanon; Alumni 13. 

68. See 22, n. 28. 
69. See h0, n. 25. 
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was his friend. Iskandar was a member of the Sam~ al-birr association. His 
::? 
, .,. 

'y !-_ 

was a lofty position because of his learning; he was popular and his opinion 
<-<;. .... ., - 

>,? ;g. 
was relied upon. In those days he was known as "Iskandar the Teacher" 

:a:<' . .... 
M.? 

$3 
because before entering the medical school he used to teach in some 

.. .; 
-4; 
,<? 

schools. When he took up medicine the name stuck with him. The students 
4 )  

. ... 
and teachers used to love him: they esteemed him highly and tried to 
emulate his activeness and intelligence - and Iskandar the Teacher, too, 
of course, took an exalted position in my own heart. He became for me 
the example of what an educated, diligent young man ought to be. 

With all this I still increased my desire to study until I finally told 
my father of my thoughts. He answered me, "Do what you think behoves 

I you!" But when my mother heard of my decision she almost lost her 

,I senses out of happiness, and she encouraged me very much. However, 
I did not find any way to leave the restaurant. My father believed that 

- .  my leaving would lead to closing the avenue to a livelihood for my family. 
I considered what benefits I hoped for from the study of sciences. I 

I realized that the only profession I could take up was teaching. When I 
graduated from College I would be able to teach at a salary of 200 to 300 
girS, which at that time were worth quite a lot. But I reconsidered this 

1 and began to think of a better way. It occurred to me that most of my 
1 knowledge came from the medical students, and I said to myself, "Why 
I don't I study medicine? Once I have passed the period of my studies I 

1 will graduate as a physician. From this profession I as well as my family 
i 
! can make a living. I did not know what I needed to know before I entered 
I the study of medicine, other than the difficulties preventing me from t 
! leaving my job. But with regard to this I was lucky enough to find a 

I good way out, namely during that year my father went into partnership 
with his friend. Hannii az-ZailsC, a colleague of his. They joined in 

I opening an over-night hotel close to the theatre "Syria" and, together, 
i 
I bought the necessary beds. This work was neither fatiguing nor .did it  

I demand any knowledge of reading. They made me and the son of my 
father's associate partners. His name was eurgi, like mine. We knew 

! each other and had been companions since childhood. His father was 
1 more convinced of my sedateness, my diligence in work and my con- 
! siderate conduct than of that of his son. Therefore, he wanted to attach 
; 

him to me so that he might perhaps improve. . 

I 
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We became partners for the restaurant underneath the hotel, which 
our fathers had opened. This was a big cellar. In its place today is a plant 
for chick peas, pistacio and assorted nuts, owned by 'Umar al-MahmasZni. 
About this noble man praiseworthy recollections will be mentioned later . 
in my story. 

When I 'became independent in my work from my father and when 
I had assured myself that I need not be concerned about his income if I 
lee  him, I began to think about a way to realize my plans. I already had 
many friends among the medical students. Very frequently they came to 
me, and the desire to become one of their group had grown, even though 
the work in our new restaurant meant a lot of profit. By way of illustration 

, I shall only mention that our neighbours would never sell anything before 
we had sold out. We had a neighbour, Qai~ar GZiwi9, who owned a 
restaurant close to ours. He used to come to me towards evening, look 
into the pots and if he found something in them he would exclaim, "We 
would like to finish and get rid of our stuff; when are we going to make a 
living for ourselves?" Nevertheless, my mind was overcome by the quest 
for knowledge through the study of medicine. 

I had read parts of the book The Secret of Success which Dr. Sarrfif 
had translated into Arabic.V0 Vigor and zeal sprang up in me. I read, 
as I said, some of it but was unable to finish the rest. Too great was the 
enthusiastic impact it had upon me to read about the lives of men who 
reached highest achievements by their own diligence and efforts and self- 
reliance. Amongst them, barbers and shoemakers, servants, artisans and 
maids who rose through their eagerness and vigilance to the station of 
great people. If I read a few pages I would be so agitated that I could not 
sleep any longer or be calm, and, finding myself tied down, pity would 
overcome me and I would get depressed. So I would put the book aside 
and till today I have not finished reading it. 

When it occurred to me to attain knowledge by way of medicine, 
for the sake of its material in addition to its ethical benefits, I related my 
thoughts to my friend Siiwiil, who suggested, "Let's ask our friend al- 
BBriidi." So we joined him once in the &ms al-birr association and present- 
ed my idea to him: "If I wanted to study medicine, how much time and 

- 

70. See 12. . . 
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money would be necessary for it?" He deliberated and looked at me, 
finding my venturing upon such a ponderous issue unusual, and answered 
me that the medical student has to learn the preparatory sciences and 
that their study takes several years - not considering the English and 
.Arabic languages. I asked him about these preparatory sciences and he 
explained, "They are natural philosophy, algebra, geometry, arithmetic, 
lexicography, grammer and English. In these subjects the student takes 
an examination on the day he applies for entering the first year. If he 

i passes he enters medicine. This takes four years ifhe passes all the exams, 

i and the orals. He then receives the diploma of the school." I found the 

I number of subjects distressing, of some I understood only a very few bits 

j and pieces. My dan to study, however, eased every difficulty for me. So 
I asked him, "If somebody like me wants to study the preparatory 
sciences, how much time would that take for him?" He answered, "If 
they are taught at  the College, it takes two years for a hardworking person. 

I 

After these two years many spend additional time studying and perhaps 
I even then do not pass the exams." 
I 

When he told me this I almost reversed my decision. But I had great 
self-contidence, liqa binafsf, with regard to the required steadfastness 
and effort. So I enquired, "Is there not any way to study these subjects 
outside the school in a condensed form?" "That is possible", he said, 
"but you will need books, reports, practical exercises and no doubt the 
necessary time for learning it  will have to be spent. At home some have 
recourse to teachers &om outside to help them in their studies". 

We were, at the time, just in the last days of the school year and the 
school was about to be let out for summer vacations. So I said, "Don't 
you think that if somebody made an effort he could learn these subjects 
during the summer intercession and take the exams at the beginning of 
the next school year ?" He looked at me and laughed, scorning this idea, 
"That is impossible. I know three students who spent two years learning 
these subjects in the preparatory school and do not consider themselves 
competent to take the exams, so they also study during this summer to 
complete the requirements. So how would you manage not having learned 
in a school and without any knowledge ? !" "Let us try it", I said. "Try 
it!" "On the condition", I added, "that Iskandar the Teacher shall be 
my guide in pursuing these subjects", since I had observed him to be 
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intelligent and having an efficient way of instruction. He answered, 
"I believe I will not be in Beirut this summer. If I would stay here I would 
give you as good lessons as possible". He said that in order to encourage 
me even though he was not convinced of my ability. 

Then I enquired about the necessary expenses for the school year, 
and he told me that the fee was ten Ottoman ZZrZ for instructiononly, 
without meals and not considering books and other expenses. Even though 
I knew that I did not possess a penny of this money, I was determined 
to carry out my plan. I disclosed myidea to my father's partner and he 
disappi-oved of it...n about the confession as to what were his intentions 
and, shedding two tears, he complained, "You know that you are like my 
son to me, nay, dearer to me than he is. I t  did not excape you how I tried 
hard to establish a companionship between you and my son, because I 
know your diligence to work. But now any hope for the betterment of my 
son is lost!" What I heard from this old man grieved me and I expressed 
my regrets to him. But I did not see myself able to go back on my decision, 
even though I ventured upon an onerous and serious task. I consulted 
with my father and he did not discuss it again. You should have seen my 
mother's happiness when I came that evening and announced my decision 
to her. She was exuberant and encouraged me strongly. She knew that 
I did not own a penny to pay for the school and that I would not ask for it 
from my father and that I was determined to pay myself for the school 
by taking up some job, not knowing yet what it would be. She asked me 
therefore, "How much is the fee for the f is t  time, that is, the first instal- 
ment?" When I explained to her that it was seven Ottoman ZZrZ, she 
told me, "I possess this amount, having collected here a penny there a 
penny. I'll give it to you. Don't worry about it. Be diligent and rely upon 
God!" The words of my mother moved me very much. 

I began to consider what I should do for the future. One of my ideas 
was to open an eating place in the neighbourhood of the school, since I 
knew that many of the day students ate there in some restaurants. If 
they would eat in my place, I would earn enough to pay for the school. 
I ag~eed with my brother Mitri,V2 who was then still young, that he 

71. Illegible in ms. 
72. See 29, n. 57. 



should take over the management of the place, and we both were 
content with this arrangement. 

But first of all I began to study the preparatory subjects under the 
guidance of Iskandar the Teacher. During the first two weeks, I en- 
countered such difficulty that it almost dissuaded me from my decision, 
since I did not understand completely the terminology of these sciences. 
After this initial period, I came to consider this as easy. I would go every 
day from our house in AErafiya to al-Bgrfidi's dwelling in Ra's Beirut 
to take a lesson -this was during the days of the summer in the afternoon 
heat around three o'clock. Yet, I did not mind the discomfort and did not 
know fatigue. I took many lessons in a short time. Somewhat more than 
a month had passed when we had covered already the mentioned subjects 
to the extent that they were required. My teacher wanted to continue 
teaching me when he recognized my assiduity. After we had finished with 
the requirements, he advanced with me beyond that. Once he praised 
me for my efforts, and I did not comprehend that they should be called 
'cefforts". 

So he told me about the students whom he had mentioned before, 
who had studied for two years and were now repeating the same subjects 
with the help of a teacher during the vacations: in spite of this one of 
them had not even accomplished half of what I had. I thanked him for 
his praise, which gave me confidence. He named the students for me 
and pointed me out to his professors, one of them being Yacqfib Sarrfif. 73 
"I told my professor Yacqfib about you", he said, 'cand I would like you 
to meet him." Until that day I had never met the teacher Yacqiib. We 
once encountered him in the pharmacy of MurZd al-BZriidi and he intro- 
duced me to the teacher YacqBb. I regarded him with great respect 
because of what I had heard about his knowledge and virtue. When 
professor Yacqfib addressed me with "Bravo, I heard about your hard 
work from Iskandar the Teacher, and I am very pleased", his words 
touched my ears like a tune of lovely music and encouraged me very 
much. 

When the first month of instruction had passed, I went to Iskandar 
the Teacher to enquire about the fee, in order to pay him. He told me, 
'The fee is due at the end of the period". When the time was over and 

73. See 12, n. 2. 
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%he date of the exams arrived, I asked him again about the fee, but he 
:said, "Let us see about it after you take the exams." I understood fiom 
this that he intended to take a fee only if I passed the examination and 
entered the School of Medicine. When the day of the exams had come 
-'and I took them and the professors had given me permission to enroll 
in the Medical School. I hastened t o  the house of Iskandar the Teacher. 
He was already on the look-out for me form the window, in order to see 
..me before I entered. When he spotted me, he waved to me with a ques- 
rtioning gesture. I told him that I had passed the exam with success and 
h e  was very glad. Entering his house I saw his delight, which was not less 
-than my own. Then I asked him about his fee, but he began to put me 
off and declared, "My delight with your success is more than my pleasure 
for money", and r e h e d  to take a fee. I decided, of course, to present it 
to him anyway and perhaps compensate him later. But I wiU not forget 
his merit and his affection nor that he helped me to take a great step 
forward in my success. I confess that the greatest credit for my success 
with so many lessons in such a short time goes to his excellent explana- 
tions. When I did not understand a geometrical, algebraic or natural 
science problem, he would change the approach of explanation con- 
tinuously, until I understood it. 

I also had drawn moral benefits fi-om the association with Iskandar 
the Teacher which were of great help for my future life. I learned from 
him to be conscientious about time, mu@fa<a 'ala' 'l-waqt. I observed that 
he was most conscienctious in putting his time to good use. The high 
esteem in which I held him made him an example for me. Especially his 
economizing attitude towards time amazed me. We would study some 
lesson, and if he left me to do some experimental work by myself, which 
would take two minutes, he used to turn to a book which he was in the 
process of translating and would occupy himself with it. He would 
translate two lines, or three, or a page, rather than sit idly while I was 
finishing my work. I acquired this virtue from him and it was of great 
use to me. 

After I had studied natural sciences and mathematics I became 
aware of myself and understood as if a veil was drawn fiom my eyes that 
I had entered a new phase. I perceived in myself a faculty of deduction 
and judgment. After I had imitated others in my movements and 



thoughts, venting statements and opinions only after I had heard some- 
body else doing so and thus imitating him, I now became master of my 
own views on each issue. I began to form my own opinions and to express 
independent views. The credit for this goes to the natural and mathe- 
matical sciences: they condition the mind to correct judgment based 
on coherent reasons. 

I t  was my good fortune that during the phase of imitation I did not 
succeed in emulating my first friends in their vices. I spent a long time 
amongst them, saddened by my incapabiIity to emulate them. When I 
met S~wiil and his friends I found myself able to follow them, and I 
imitated them successfirlly in their virtuous ways. Perhaps this is the 
root of the saying, "Send your son to the market and see with whom he 
associates". This contradicts the other saying, "Wicked company corrupts 
good character". In  my opinion, man is born with certain tendencies 
and he will only be at ease in the company of those who are agreeable 
to his tendencies. A youth who is corrupted in the company of educated 
people has an innate inclination to corruption. He will associate with 
virtuous men and not benefit from them, but when he meets evil people 
he will turn to them and keep their company. Though I do not deny 
the impact education has upon the rectification and improvement of 
character, I do not believe that it changes the essence. . i 

At the root of my success were my consciousness of time and perse- 
verance. 

I woke up on Wednesday in ..... 74 the year 1881 and I was one of the. 
students of medicine at the College, I could hardly believe that indeed 
I had achieved this aspiration. I opened a shop near the gate of the 
College to sell food stuff, and entrusted my brother Mitri with it. I also, 
rented a room to live close to it. I operated the eating place for some, 
months, then I discovered that it did not fulfil my expectations and 
abandoned it. So I devoted myself exclusively to studying. But it did 
not take long before I took care of the second instalment of the fee: I came, 
across a boy to whom I taught Arabic. He was 'Abduh, the nephew of: 
Iy% al-cani - a man famous in Beirut - and he lived in his house close - -aF- ,w 

to the College. I also did other odd jobs, using them to pay for the second 
instahent and books. 

74. Sic in ms. ... 
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But for all my happiness about entering the College I kept seeing 
myself as a stranger in it, as if I wore clothes cut for someone else. I still 
was convinced that I was less intelligent and weaker in my appearance 
than my companions, since most had spent years studying science and 
had become familiar with it. They had fathers or guardians who carried 
the burden of payments and other expenses for them, while I was the 
only one who had to work to raise these funds. My class was that of the 
freshmen, mubtadi', in medicine and consisted of nine students whom I 
regarded with the same respect as all other students. My uneasiness 
about this big leap fkom behind food dishes to the College prevented me 
fiom associating with them. They, on the other hand, believed this to'be 
arrogance on my side. But only a few months passed before I mixed 
with them and some of my bashfulness disappeared because I saw them 
approaching me. I realized that with regard to our studies I was not less 
intelligent then they. In spite of my preoccupation with many jobs, 
seeking an income, I found myself equal to most. Indeed, when I came 
to the College to enter a class in chemistry, or botany, or anatomy, or 
Latin - those were the subjects in the first year of medicine - it came 
to the point that I would see them gather around me, be very friendly to 
me and request that we should go over the lessontogether. They would 
listen intently to what I read to them fiom what I had understood of the 
lesson. Some would ask me about things that had been difficult for them 
and I would explain them. I noticed in the course of time I was no 
different from them as far as intellectual abilities or anything else was 
concerned. The poor opinion I had about my own intelligence vanished 
from my mind. I began to notice congeniality on the side of professors 
and students. They were amazed at my entering medicine and at my 
ability to keep up with them in the studies in spite of my many jobs. 
Iskandar the Teacher remained for a while there, and whenever he would 
meet me he would exclaim jokingly, "You are now in the Medical 
School, Gurgi!'' as if he was astonished about this accomplishment. 
This made me happy and I considered it as congratulation and praise. 

My class consisted of Gurgi mni (died), ' 6  Ily% SSbZ (died), 

75. &us.? Kafi-iini (d. 1896) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from SPC 
in 1885, was an instructor there 1880181; Alumni 16. 

76. IlyZk SgbH (d. 1888) born in Beirut, obtained M.D. degree from SPC 1885, 
worked in as-Salt, Alumni 16. 

i 
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Halil Birbgr? (died)," and the Am2 Salim Sihiib (?),?a Ataniisiytis 
' r..' 
;... Saiqali, 79 Ascad Ras'id, *O Salim ZaidZn, and ...... 82 I also became 

::?> . : - -.- .... friends with the students of the advanced medical classes: SamcBn al- 
Hiiri, Niqiilii Nimr, 83 and As'ad Rahh3 from the senior year, $a$ al- 
muntahz'; also Iskandar B a d ? ,  the Teacher, Ball1 Hairall%, Ibrghim 
Matar 84, I br5him TZbit, 85 Ibriihim Salibi, Anmn Naufal, and 
BZbiis Hakim from the junior year, ~a$at-mudrikin, and Hasan Na@r 
and Amin Fulaihzns* from the sophomore year, ;a$ al-muhawwalin. 

I also knew of the science students Na'iim Suqair, a9 Iskandar $shin, 

77. m i l  Birblri (d. 1899) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from SPC 
: . 1885, worked later in Muscat ; Alumni 15. 
L 

i 
78. Amir Salim S u b ,  born in Lebanon. According to Catalogue 81/82 18 he was' 

a class ahead of Z a i d h  He obtained his M.D. degree from SPC in 1884 and worked 
later in Ba'abda; Alumni 15. 

I 79. AHnkiytis Saiqal'i studied at the SPC but did not graduate; Catalogue 81/82 19. 
80. As'ad RaSid (d. 1933) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from SPC in 

1885. 1907-1920 served in medical corps of Egyptian army in Dongola, Sudan; Alumni 
16. 

81. Sal'in Zaidh originated from Tyre, apparently no family relation of &r2i 
Zaidln. He studied at  the SPC but did not graduate; Catalogue 81/82 19. 

82. Sic in ms. 
83. NiqiilH Nimr (1859-1906) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from SPC 

1883. 1886-1893 served as surgeon in the Egyptian army; Alumni 13. 
84. Ibr- Matar (1 863-1913) born in Beirut, obtained M.D. degree from SPC 

1883, worked as physician in Beirut; Alumni 13. 
85. IbrZihim T5bit obtained M.D. degree from SPC in 1883 lived in Beirut; 

Alumni 14. 
86. IbrPhim Salibi (born 1852) obtained M.D. degree from SPC 1883; worked 

in Lebanon as a physician and writer. His articles appeared in al-Hiliil and al-Muqtaptf; 
AQmni 14. 

87. Anm Naufd born in Tripolis, obtained M.D. degree in 1883 from SPC, 
went later to Egypt where he edited amongst other newspapers d-FallIh; Alumni 13, 
Di T-f 111 26. 

88. Amm F u l ~ 5 . n  (d. 1929) born in Lebanon, 'obtained M.D. degree from SPC 
in 1886, worked as a physician at the English Missionary Hospital in JafTa and later 
Lebanon; Alumni 17. 

89. Na'tim Suqair (1863-1922) born in ~ebanon. B.A. from SPC in 1883. He went 
to Egypt in 1884, jpined the Wolseley expedition of the British to Sudan, and later he 
worked as a histor~an for the Sudanese Government. Author of various books; Alumni 
14; DAGm I11 644. 

90. Iskandar S ~ h h  (d. 1921) born in Beirut, obtained B . k  degree from SPC in 
1883, worked as an editor and emigrated later to Sao Paolo; Alumni 14. 



Gibr5'il HaddZdD1 and others; from the teachers of the School I also 
knew Anwn Haddgd. g2 I experienced more and more friendliness and 
kindness from my companions in the course of the weeks and months 
and in particular towards the end of the school year, when the exams 
drew closer and the talent of the students came to the fore. I used to hear 
praise from them, which I took as a way of encouragement since I knew 
that I did not have the leisure time to penetrate the lessons thoroughly. I 
had no intention of being first. My interest was to acquire knowledge 
and not to fall short of my peers. Then I realized that they esteemed me 
higher than that, until some even insinuated once to me that I would 
obtain the honours that year. I did not believe this, knowing there were 

. - - -  - -- - - -- - -  
- - - -- - 

- intelligeiit-ones -Xinorigst 6f clZssmXe<-Some had studied most subjects 
of the freshman class in the school of science before they embarked upon 
the study of medicine. The most outstanding of them in intelligence, as 
well as diligence, was & i r ~ i  K&iini. He had friendly relations with the 
chemistry teacher. He taught him Arabic. The said chemistry teacher, 
Dr. Lewis, by name, was very precise in his teaching. In the beginning of 
the year this exercised us very much, but then I soon understood his style 
of instruction and comprehended the basic principles of chemistry until 
I thought his method to be easy. I enjoyed chemistry immensely. When 
I got to chemical analysis during the last half of the year I was greatly 
amazed at it. When we would come to the laboratory and each would 
stand before his shelf upon which there were tubes and burners and glasses 
with material for examination, the professor would give each of us some 
of the stuff he wanted analyzed. I used to be the first to analyze it and he 
would smile at me and give me other special materials which I would set 
out to analyze until my classmates finished analyzing the h t  stuff- 1 
would enjoy this greatly and till today I still am convinced that chemistry 
is the most enjoyable and pleasant of all sciences. 

Ever since I began to study the preparatory subjects I used to think, 
every time I studied one subject, that this was the most enjoyable of all; 

91. &brZi3il Baddiid (d. 1923) obtained B.A. degree from SPC in 1883, worked 
for the Ministry of Interior in Egypt as Director of Public Security; Alumni 14. 

92. Antiin uad&d (1861-1924) obtained B.A. degree from SPC in 1882. He is 
nowhere mentioned as a faculty member or instructor; cf. Chtalogre 81/82 20, Ahmni 12. 
Perhaps ZaidZn confused him with somebody else. 



THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF OURC~ 20- 173 

such was my relation to natural and mathematical sciences. When I 
learned about chemistry, botany and anatomy I came to the conclusion 
that these were better than the former sciences. Then, after I studied 
physiology and pharmacology, I changed my mind, and considered thTm 
the most gra-tifling ones - with the exception of chemistry. Till today 
I am convinced that this is the most delightfhl of all sciences, because 
through it man sees the world as he has not done before. 

t Anatomy, too, is very gratifying, because one learns how the human - 

I body is composed. For these studies it was necessary to purchase the bones 

! of a human skeleton. Bones were rare because of the difficulties in getting 
hold of corpses, since people refused an autopsy on the corpses of their 

I 

dead. Usually the College would procure corpses hrtively, paying high 
prices for them. The students would pass on the bones by purchase, and 
it rarely happened that one had a whole skeleton with all its small and 
big parts. I told myself that I would get a complete body. One day I was 
informed that a man from the people in Ra's Beirut, had died and been 
buried in a grave in the sand. I arranged with a friend that we would go 
and steal him. We took along a man with his hoe to unearth and carry 
the corpse. We went on the third or fourth day after the death had 
occurred, assuming that the corpse would be in a coffin and it would be 
easy to carry i t  away as it was. We went there after midnight like fright- 
ened thieves. We dug out several graves because we were mistaken about 
the place of the grave we wanted - even though we had gone there 
during day time to identifjr its place. Finally, we found him not buried 
in a coffin. We carried away as many parts as we could, because the dawn 
apprised us and we retreated in fear. Nobody from the College knew of 
this except my fkiend. On the next morning the people noticed the opened 
graves and accused-the students of the College for this, but did not know 
who did it. 

I shall never forget a scene from the first year when they brought 
in one day the corpse of nine year old boy, who had been buried the 
preceding evening in the cemetery of Saint Mitrius in Agrafiya. I did not 
know that he was fi-om there even though most of the inhabitants of that 
quarter. are our people and sends, because our house was there. When 
the corps arrived in the College it was hoisted up secretly to a shelter 
between the ceiling of the Medical School and the roof. We were 



summoned to attend the dissecting and I was sent up with the others. This 
was the first time that I witnessed this procedure. I will always remember 
the moment that the coffin was opened: the body was covered with 
flowers and a smell of amber emanated because of the many leaves and 
flowers. My look fell upon the body of this boy, and its sight made an 
everlasting impression upon my soul. Till today, whan I smell the 
smell of an amber leaf or its flower, the sight of this corpse appears 
before me. 

Dr. W ~ r t a b e t , ~  the professor of anatomy, began to dissect the 
corpse and divide it amongst the students of all classes. After two days 
came the time for me to go home to see my folks - I used to go home 
every Saturday staying until Sunday. When I arrived and greetings were 
exchanged, my mother surprised me by saying, "Poor chap, the son of 
so-and-so. He died and his body has been stolen. People say that the 
College stole it." I pretended to know nothing of this, but I felt sorry 
because this boy was a relation of ours. 

The professor of Latin was Mr. Porter, g4 but during this year he was 
preoccupied with something else, and the teacher FZris Nimr was com- 
missioned to teach it. I had met him once in his house before I entered 
the College; some of my friends had introduced me to him. When I entered 
the College, my only contact with him was during the lessons. The medical 
students hated studying Latin because they did not find any pleasure in 
it, and did not deem it valuable enough to justify the drudgery. At first 
sight, I found its study difficult because my knowledge of the basic 
principles of Arabic and English was not sufficient to be of help in under- 
standing the basics of Latin. Mastery of the basic principles of one lan- 
guage helps fto comprehend another one. But before some months had 
passed I enjoyed studying it; I loved it and I perceived the satisfaction 
of the teacher with regard to my progress. 

93. Y W H  Wortabet (1827-1908) born in Beirut of Armenian origin, educated 
by American missionaries. After 1860 he went to Edinburgh for medical studies. He 
became a faculty member of the SPC Medical School in 1866. After English became 
the teaching language at the SPC, his services were no longer required. He resigned in 
1890. TIBAWI Passim, ZAIDAN Tarigim I1 232-237; Bibliografihy of AUB 338. 

94. Harry Porter (d. 1923) came 1870 to Beirut as a professor of history at SPC. 
He wrote various books on history, especially a history of Beirut; Bibliography of AUB 
123; 



Our professor in botany was Dr. Post,95 a scholar in this field. I 
enjoyed the study of botany, especially physiology and dissection, on 
account of its inner order and underlying reason. In spite of his expertness, 
activeness, and knowledge, Dr. Post was hot-headed and quick-tempered, 
with an inclination towards vengeance. Therefore, the students thought 
ill of him and he of them. What added to his distrust towards the students 
was the fact that he was hard of hearing. When he saw a student move his 
lips without being able to hear what he said, he assumed that he talked 

1 -: badly about him. Therefore, his judgement about the knowledge of this 
students in botany was not always objective. But I studied for the pleasure 

I :  * 

I found in science, not because of obedience to the order of my father or 
my two guardians, and I understood very well what I studied. If some- 
body finds himself in such a situation, he has no fear of failing. 

1 When the time of the annual exams came nearer, the students began 
t o  prepare for them. Especially for those who have no experience with it, 

I it  is like the Day of Judgement. Most of my classmates had got used to 
! them in the school of science, but for me it was the first time that I took 
I 
, exams in a big school. I could tell from the faces of some of my student 
I 

t friends that they concealed something from me. Later I found out that 
i 
I they were discussing in my absence as to who was going to obtain the 
! honorary degrees. They were divided into two groups : one believed that 

I would get it, the other claimed [Gurgi] Kafriini would be the one. 
'The School of Science students entered the discussion. They took my side, 
:following the lead of the teacher Anfin Haddad, since he was entrusted 
with registering the students' grades. Usually he would extract their 
average and he was the one to know best what the case would be. All 
-this happened without my knowledge, although later I remembered that I 
was befriended by the teacher Antiin and some companions, a point that 
they found worth mentioning. 

We took the written examination, each subject separately - with 
the  exception of anatomy. They would come back to it in the following 
.year, that is to say, they studied for two years and then would take an 
,exam in it in the alternating year. We were first examined in chemistry. 

95. George Post (1838-1909) came to Beirut as a missionary-physician in 1863, 
-was since 1867 professor at the Medical School of SPC, wrote various textbooks of 
medicine in Arabic; TIBAWI passim, TANIM 303, ZAIDAN TarGrn I1 238-242. 
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The procedure of the exams in the College was that the students would sit 
in a great hall on chairs with tables in fkont. The professor would sit on 
a bench observing all &om there. The students would come in, carrying 
only white paper and pens with them and sit down. The professor would 
write the required questions on the big blackboard in front of the room. 
He would request the students to write each question separately in his 
notebook and write down the answer below it. Usually the questions 
consisted of two sets: one obligatory part and a second part which the 
student chose to answer or not. I used to answer all questions. Most 
often I had finished my work before the others, because I wrote fast. I 
must admit here to transgressions during these exams, which were caused 
by my concern for some of my companions who, I feared, would fail in  
chemistry or botany. I would write the answers down for them and throw 
them from under the seat. I believe it helped them, especially in  botany, 
where the Doctor claimed that we had misunderstood the intention of 
several questions and did not answer what was asked. Strangely enough, 
we all had understood the intention of the question in the same way! He 
insisted that he meant something else. He held us responsible for this. 
question and the grade average dropped so that the weak ones failed; 
in such actions the students were united against Dr. Post. In chemistry 
nobody failed as far as I remember. In spite of his exactitude in teaching, 
Dr. Lewis did not rely upon wording and formulation. He usually knew 
the abilities of each student even if the appearance was to the contrary, 

In  Latin, however, there was no chance of helping fiends because 
Professor F=s Nimr was very vigilant. No secret dealing of the students- 
in  this respect would escape him, He seated us in a room where there 
was for each of us a table and a chair along the walls, while he would 
stand in the middle at  a spot where he could observe each student. He: 
wrote the questions on the blackboard and we answered all of them. 1 
finished writing when the time was not yet over. I was embarrassed at. 
being the first to get up. I showed the exam paper over to Nimr and left 
quickly in order to check in  a book an expression which I believed I had 

-, 
b'. . put down incorrectly and then changed it. I realized now that I had first . - 

written it correctly and then changed it into a mistake. I was sorry,. 
because it was the only mistake in the test. O n  the other hand, I thanked . 

God that indeed it was the only one. - % 

- %. 
..a- 
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I began to walk up and down in the school hall expecting my 
classmates. I was concerned about some of them because I knew their 
weakness. Soon they came down together with the teacher Fiiris Nimr. 
Outside the classroom no conversation had ever taken place between us, 
.but this time I saw him turning towards me and stretching out his hand 
' greeting me and shaking hands with me cordially exclaiming, "Congra- 
tulations, ZaidHn, bravo! Your exam is outstanding!" This laudation 
embarrassed me; I changed the subject and remarked, "I hope that none 
of my classmates failed." He did not answer to this and left. Later I found 
out that my grade was ten out of ten, which is a rare achievement, es- 
pecially in Latin. 

i .:: The time of the commencement festivities on the last day of the 
1 school year arrived. They make the distribution of the diplomas a cere- 

i 
rnony which the notables and educated people attend by special in- 
vitation. Speeches are given, while the dignitaries of the College sit in 
their official robes on a bench in the front of the great hall of the church. 

I After the speeches are ended, the president stands up and calls the students 

I who earned their medical diploma or the B.A. - one after the other. He 

f hands it over to them and the people applaud. Then the professors stand 
up and distribute the distinctions to those who scored great success in the 
subjects they studied. I sat in the rear of the hall and, when the distribu- 
tion began, I noticed the School of Science students and some of my 
classmates turn their faces towards me and laugh, until Dr. Lewis stood 
up with a certificate in his hand calling my name, because I had won a 
distinction in analytical chemistry. I did not see ally other way out but 
to come forward and receive it. I was overcome &th embararssment while 

1 the people were applauding - especially the students, as if they were 
happy about-their victory. I approached the bench, accepted the dis- 
tinction and returned, while the applause persisted. I looked on the 
ground out of embarrassment. I heard some saying, "Don't go back, 
wait for the second distinction!" but I did not take any notice of it. 
I had not yet reached my seat when I heard Porter call my name: I 
had won the distinction in Latin. I returned under continuous applause 
and received it. I went back to my seat and almost vanished for em- 
barrassment, but my heart jumped with delight. 

My friend Gurgi KafXini won the distinction in descriptive 
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chemistry, which he deserved, since he was intelligent and diligent. 
In  botany nobody distinguished himself because the error upon which 
Dr. Post insisted lowered the grades altogether, and one would only 
win a distinction if one's grades were eight out of ten. 

When the session was concluded, the students revealed to me what 
they had been discussing in my absence, and I saw their happiness for 
my sake upon their faces. I will not forget the happiness that I felt in this 
meeting. It increased my application and perseverance in ,studying. 
When the school openened in the following year, I transferred to the 
sophomore class. Dr. Wortabet taught anatomy and physiology. Dr. Post 
pharmaceutics, and Dr. William van Dyck, g6 the son of our professor 
Dr. Cornelius van Dyck, had been appointed to teach tarEbiyu'tiyGg7 
or characteristics of drugs. This was a new science, introduced that very 
year. I took a particular fancy to physiology, because i t  points out to 
man the function of his vital parts such as digestion, respiration, circula- 
tion, etc., even though the above-mentioned science was still imperfect. 
Our class distinguished itself from all preceding classes by the instruction 
in tarcibiyu'tiya'. This is a beautiful science, the subject of which is the study 
of the influence of drugs on the functions of the organs in the healthy 
state. Dr. William van Dyck had compiled a well-organized book on this 
subject. We were amazed at his way of instruction. He made his thoughts 
clear to us and gave us description which showed his thorough under- 
standing of the subject matter. The cogitation of Dr. Wortabet in physio- 
logy was not as clear. 

We passed some months of the year before the famous event occurred 
in the College, during which the medical students unified and demanded 
their rights. This was the first time that something like this happened in 
the East. 

This event resulted in the exodus of most of the students and their 
scattering over the world, the change of future for some of them, and the 
mig~ation of many to Egypt or other places. 

96. MUNAOCID 63 leaves a blank after William, though ms indicates clearly van 
Dyck as the following word. 

97. This word cannot be found in any of the new or older dictionaries. It . 
. 

looks like an Arabization of therapeutics, though this would not fit the meaning Zaidh 
gives it. Amongst the medical textbooks by G. Post there is included the title Tari6iyrStiya' 
cf. TANIM 303. The book itself was not available. 
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It  consists of sections for science, medicine, theology and others. 
The Americans had founded it in Beirut. Its head was the great Dr. 
Blis~.~S Of d l  its physicians, Dr. Cornelius van Dyck was the most 
famous; he was the closest to the people, appeared most fi-equently in 
the charitable institutions and displayed the strongest love for the Beirutis. 
He was a minister, a physician and a professor. He would preach, heal 
and teach, and receive for this the same salary as the other professors. 
He was of noble character, magnanimous, generous, very charitable, 
gentle and sociable. He gained great fame in Syria and the people loved 
him. In the College he taught pathology and chemistry. Later, Dr. Lewis 
took over the chemistry from him. The students adored van Dyck; th.ey 
praised his virtues, merits and kindness. The common people believed 
that he was the founder of the College, so that some even called it the van 
Dyck College. He did not claim this, but his fame prevailed over that of 
his colleagues as a result of his capability. 

It appears that this distinction created envy and caused disharmony. 
An additional reason for this fi-iction was the fact that Dr. van Dyck was 
a liberal in thought and word and did not mind speaking out frankly 
about things which his colIeagues and others in the group of ministers 
avoided discussing. Dr. van Dyck was a God-fearing man, his convic- 
tions being based on understanding and thought. He cared little for the 
details and trivialities to which some religious zealots cling and which 
have absolutely nothing to do with religion. But he held fast to the 
essentials of the Christian religion, unmindful of its external aspects and 
its superficialities if they contradicted the principles of science. M'hen .a 
new theory of scientific thought appeared and presumably contradicted 

98. Daniel Bliss (d. 1916) came as a missionary to Beimt in 1856. H e  was instru- 
mental in founding the SPC, whose first President he became; TIESAWI 167, 168 et 
passim, cf. also F. J. B-. 
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these superficialities, he would nevertheless respect it and examine it from 
the point of view of scientist as, for instance, the evolutionary theory and 
similar theories of the philosophy of natural scientists. Perhaps here one 
finds another reason for the estrangement between the Doctor and some 
of his colIeagues from the faculty of the College, especially Dr. Post. 
When I entered the College in the year 1881, the faculty consisted of van 
Dyck, Post, Wortabet, Lewis, Porter, Brigst0cke9~ and Bliss, the chair- 
man. Lewis was a young man, liberal in thought and deed. He considered 
the external religious pretensions unnecessary, even though they were 
part of the rules of this College. He found it not objectionable to have 
some wine on the table with his meal or to absent himself, for instance, 
from prayer from time to time. In  his liberal attitude he was very close to 
Dr. van Dyck, in spite of the difference of age. Usually, when the faculty 
criticized one of Lewis' deed, van Dyck would back him up.lO0 

When Darwin's theory made its appearance, Lewis gave a lecture 
about it to the students.101 In no regard did his lecture oppose religion. 
But this view was altogether new and the men of religion thought it 
contradictory to the fundamentals of Christianity. They considered this 
speech a dark stain on Dr. Lewis and complained to the Board of Trustees 
of the College in America. The Board compelled him to resign, firmly 
intent on guarding the religious principle for the sake of which they had 
established this school. 

The acceptance of the resignation of Dr. Lewis occurred in the first 
part of the year we are just discussing. The students loved Lewis and 
respected him, especially since van Dyck liked him and was close to him. 
But they used to hate Post, or at least did not Like him, because of his 
violent temper and his attacks against some of them in words and threats 
for reasons that we mentioned already. The medical students sided with 
van Dyck and Lewis. They decided unanimously to put forward a plea 
and a demand to the school for the rights they were entitled to, one of 

99. Ritchard W. Brigstocke (d. 19 19) a British Missionary who taught at the SPC 
from 1872-1882; Catalogue 81/82. FARAG 77 spells Brickstock wrongly. 

100. For a discussion of these tensions, see FARAG, especially 77/78. 
101. Lewis gave it in July 1882 as the commencement speech under the title 

"Knowledge, Science and Wisdom". Text in English in Annual Reports 1866167-1921/ 
22 251 ff. The Arabic text appeared one month after the speech was given in al-Muq- 
tataf VII. 
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them being that Dr. Lewis should be their chemistry teacher. Amongst 
the promoters of this issue were Iskandar al-BZrtidi, the teacher, and the 
late Salim Guraidini.lo2 They did this to help Lewis and to please van 
Dyck. They had agreed to protest and I was amongst the protesters. 
Perhaps more than the others I followed here the lead of al-BXidi, 
convinced that he was doing the right thing -just as every student is 
convinced by his teacher. He was one of the most active and zealous 
students, frequently visiting van Dyck's house and that of Fgris Nimr and 
Ya'qfib S a d .  They, too, were, of course, siding with the students, 
because they highly esteemed the capability of Dr. van Dyck who support- 
ed them in every literary project especially with regard to their magazine 
"al-Muqtafaf". It was he who had prompted them to found it and he did 
not spare any effort in tutoring them and helping them in Literary matters. 
He was indeed a living lexicon which they made use of for whatever 
questions they encountered, or they would look up his wCtings pertaining 
to the subjects and he would guide them to their sources - not to speak 
of teaching and other things. They respected his opinion and supported 
his views. Their hearts were with the students in this action. But their 
own good demanded from them neutrality, since they were teaching at 
the College, even though deep down they were hostile towards the 
faculty because the latter had not appreciated their capability in terms 
of promotion and did not pay them the salary they were entitled to. 
There was much respect and love for the owners of "al-Muqtataf" in 
the hearts of the students, especially among the younger medical students. 
This was a help for the unanimous agreement of the medical students 
on their demands. In the beginning, the more advanced of the science 
students participated in this - especially cibrsYil Haddiid, Na'iirn 
Suqair, and As'ad Kaliir~i.1a They attended the first exploratory 
sessions with the medical students, but then they withdrew, advised by 
the medical students, lest they should fail and because no benefit 
would accrue them from this affair. 

102. Sal'm Cukidini born in Lebanon obtained M.D. degree from SPC in 1883; 
Alumni 13. 

103. As'ad KalZrgi Kararn (born 1865) obtained a B.A. degree from SPC in 
1883, worked later as a correspondent in N. Africa; Alumni 14. 



182 THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 6URM WUD- 

But the movement with which the students of the College came to 
the fore is worth recording because it started a new awakening amongst 
the students of the schools in the East. The merit for this is again due to 
the education in this very college, since it educated its students towards I 

fieedom of thought and speech and accustomed them to individual 
fieedom and equality of rights, so much so that a student would complain 
about his teacher to the faculty, 'umda, if he thought that he had over- 
stepped the proper limits in his conduct. The faculty would establish . i 
his right even if he was the weakest student. This spirit distinguished this 1 

school from the schools of the East and had a great impact upon the 
* 

education of the mind of the Syrians during this N N a .  I t  was this educa- 
tion which enabled the medical students in this year to complain to the 
faculty because they were convinced of the correctness of their act. 
The protest of the medical students : 

The medical students learned that Dr. Lewis had resigned as of the 
fist of December 1882. Some knew of the dispute between him and the 
rest of the faculty, it became public knowledge amongst the rest of the 
students and they decided to protest and boycotted the College on 
Monday, December 4th. There were 45 students, all medical students. 
They held their first meeting in one of the halls of the Prussian Hospital.lo4 
All were acquainted with each other and accustomed to meetings 
in the college itself and in the Society Sam al-birr, and some of 
them in the Freemasons. This helped them towards solidarity and 
order in their actions - even in their &st session, mentioned above. 
They began to organize their meeting into the form of a society for which t 

they elected a temporary chairman, a speaker, a secretary and a treasurer 
with the following results: cur@ Zaidgn, Chairman, Iskandar [al-] 
BZkiidi, Secretary, Halil Sa'Zida,lO"peaker, cabar Hadd5dlo6 from 

104. The Prussian Hospital was faunded in 1861 by the Prussian Order of St. 
John. The staff of the Medical School of the SPC undertook the medical charge, while I 
the Kaiserwerth deaconesses did the nursing; RICHTER 202. 

105. Udil SaCZida (d. 1934) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from SPC 
in 1883. He worked for at-Tabib, lived in Egypt, Sao Paolo and since 1914 in Buenos 
Aires. Besides as a physician he worked there also as a correspondent for the New York 
Times; Alumni 13, ~f T-i I1 57. 

106. Sic in ms. Certainly meant here is the aforementioned Gibrl'il Uaddld. i 
I 
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sciences, Speaker, Ascad Kaliirgi from sciences, Speaker, Gurgi BZz, lo7 
Treasurer, Fii'iz Sihgb, lo8 Assistant Treasurer, Antiin Mi lk ,  109 Second 
Secretary, I b r a i m  Salibi, Reporter, Communicator, Messenger of the 
absent students. They did this so that their sessions would be organized 
and their discussions recorded. I was not appointed Chairman of this 
session because of any particular merit, indeed I was one of the youngest 
students present. But they established the chairmanship nominally so as to 
keep order in the session and so that each would speak when it was his 
turn or after asking permission. They elected me because there was no 
rivalry between me and any of the students. There was nothing here that 
called for disagreement or grudges. I was far removed fi-om any issues and 
was always strongly inclined towards conciliation. I never quarrelled 
with anybody, even if he wronged me- till this day this has remained my 
nature. However, they used to elect a special chairman for each session 
and no importance was connected with this chairmanship. I only men- 
tioned it for the sake of establishing the facts. 

This discussion in this session principally revolved around the 
problem of unity and in another session a statement was put down upon 
which each student, one after the other, had to give an oath in the 
following manner, "I swear by God and by my honour to remain faithful 
to the commitments upon which we decided in this session and to persist 
f a i t m y  with the group until the end." 

Each one gave the oath separately and signed his name beneath 
the text of this oath in the minutes of the session, which were then in 
the hands of the Secretary and which are now with me. 

In the first session an appropriate course of action was discussed. 
The talk centred upon a protest against the departure of Dr. Lewis before 
the end of the year, and upon an inquiry as to who was going to replace 
him - this was of interest to us since we trusted his work and we had 
-entered the school while he was the professor of chemistry in it. They, 

107. Wi Rusturn BSCG (1861-1956) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree 
in 1883 from the SPC, worked as medical health officer in Beirut, published a book 
about the history of medicine and various articles; Alumni 13. 

108. F5'iz Sih5b (d. 1923) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from SPC in 
1886; Alumni 17. 

109. Angm Milib (d. 1899) born in Lebanon, obtained M.D. degree from SPC 
1883, worked as a physician for the municipality of Nablus; Alumni 13. 
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the students, seized the opportunity to strengthen their protest and put 
forward demands about issues from which they had been suffering. 

Firstly: The diploma of the College was not sufficient qualification 
to practise medicine in the Ottoman Empire. Without exception its 
graduates had to go to Istanbul and to take an exam before a committee 
of professors from the Imperial School of Medicine. The examinations 
were difficult, because they were detailed. The student would be ques- 
tioned about every subject separately in consecutive sessions. These exams 
had been held until that year in Arabic, which was also the teaching 
language for the students in the College. The students underwent great 
agony and f?equently they would fail or be delayed in their exams and 
reconsider or abstain altogether from practising this profession. This 
problem became even more complicated by an announcement, which the 
College received that year, saying that the examinations of the medical 
students in Istanbul would not be acceptable any more in Arabic but 
would take place in Turkish or French. The students raised an outcry 
when they heard the news. They began to talk about it in an address to 
the faculty of the school and they took this opportunity to put forward a 
demand. 

Secondly: The committee in Istanbul examined the students of the 
College in subjects which the College did not teach them, for instance 
zoology, pathological anatomy, histology and others. 

Thirdly: You saw already that the diploma that the College issued 
did not relieve them [the students] from the exams in Istanbul and were of 
absolutely no use to them besides confirming that its owner attended the 
courses of four years and took the necessary exams. These exams, however,. 
were very onerous: each professor examined the students of his class 
through a short oral exam in the subject that he taught. Frequently, 
the element of surprise would cause some of them confusion, they would 
forget the answers and fail the exams.Thathappened even to many of the 
bright students, for instance, NikiilH Nimr and Ascad Rahhiil, in our days. 

They appointed a committee to write down these demands, together . 

with the protest against the departure of Dr. Lewis. But k s t  they sent a 
terse statement in which they apologized to the faculty, explaining what 
made it necessary for them to suddenly boycott the courses. This was its 
text : 
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"Considering the present circumstances we are not able at the 
- rl,.?-pt moment to study and to attend classes. We have other problems which K: we will present to you at another time. May God protect you." 

E - -  
They sent this statement with a delegation which was directed 

.- s, I not to make any statements without permission of the group. 
On December 6th, i.e. on the following day, the faculty 'umda, 

issued in the Medical School a statement of the following content - after 

I havingissued already one before, demanding the return of the students 
to their classes : 

"The professors of the school have noticed with great regret the 
1. persistence of the medical students in absenting themselves from their 

classes and boycotting them. They, [the professors], have no other recourse 
but to admonish them, [the students], a last time and if they don't follow 
the advice this time they will be subject to punishment according to the 
school law." 

But we were busy formulating the protest and the other demands 
in a committee of ours consisting of ualil Sa'iida, Ily% S5b5, Ily% 
Zah5r,=O and Iskandar [al-IBZriidi. They wrote a protest and a petition. 
These are their two texts: 

Text of the petition concerning the demands fiom the faculty of the 
school : 

"We came to study medicine in your school with known professors 
under fixed conditions according to established rules. We pay money 
and go to great trouble in order to accomplish what is demanded of us 
always fulfilling our duties. Meanwhile, it happened that some of the 
terms under which we entered have been abrogated in spite of the fact 
that the relations between us and you are defined by these terms and no 
others. Some have already been abrogated and we are &arid that all 
might be abrogated. We found ourselves greatly disturbed and stayed 
away fiom the required classes because: 

1) We entered on the condition that our exam in Istanbul would be 
held in the language in which we study. Now you have informed us 
that this has been abolished and we cannot take the examinations 

110. Ily& ZahZr (d. 1918) born in Sidon, he was enrolled as a medical student at 
SPC in 188 1 h 82; Catalogue 81/82 20. 



3 86 THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF h O i  Z A I D ~  

in this language hereafter. Your diploma has become of no benefit 
to us with regard to Istanbul. 

2) We entered on the condition that our professors would be Dr. van 
Dyck, Dr. Wortabet, Dr. Post, Dr. Lewis, Dr. William van Dyck 
and Dr. Brigstocke. This condition also has been abrogated in  a 
strange fashion the like of which has not been heard of - by dis- 
missing one of you from the school while we are in dire need of him, 
and we worry about the remaining ones. 

3) Your diploma, which we attain with our money and effort has no 
more validity for our government than the required certificates 
which we obtain with the annual examination. What is the need then 
to make i t  dependent upon the intolerably onerous final exam? 

As far as our exam is concerned, we demand a limitation, either by 
confirmation of your diploma by our government or by easing of 
our exam in Arabic here. Promises and hopes for the future do no 
satisfy us because our forbearance last time taught us what makes 

.. this demand necessary. We don't know anybody besides you to whom 
we should put forward our demands in this affair. . .  ' 

As far as our teachers are concerned, we came to study only with 
well-known professors, and for us the school consists of nothing else 
but these professors. We have learned of the sudden dismissal of our 
distinguished Dr. Lewis in the middle of the year. You did not 
notifjl us of what is happening before we entered the school. We 
entered the school and completed our requirements with regard to 
fees and studies based on the assumption that Dr. Lewis would be 
our examiner in chemistry, signing, as he does, .our certificates in 
medicine and pharmacy and instructing us in all the subjects related 
to them. Why is it that you repeal all this without informing us before 
our enrolment? If we hear in the middle of our work about the 
dismissal of one of our teachers, what prevents then the dismissal of 
another one tomorrow and a third one after a month? We demand 
to know who teaches us chemistry and who signs our certificates. 

As far as the diploma is concerned: if you make it official and ac- 
cepted by our government, we are ready for the meticulous exam that 
you hold, with all its difficulty and seriousness; but, if it is only a 
declaration with regard to our knowledge and information, it should .i., 

be made evident, so that we may be known in Istanbul. There is then 
no need to destroy us with exertion, coercion and the great hardship ... 

which we endured last year when preparing for the examination. We . . 

are in danger that one of us is asked a simple question [the answer to] 
. i,$qj, ..!p . . i ' 
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1: 
. - , - which does not come to his mind in the moment of his confusion and 

fear and you decide to withhold your diploma from him, even though 
he deserves it. In case this diploma is of no other use, according to 
our government, than that of the required certificates, we demand its 
abolishment and the limitation to the required certificates, or an 
easing of the examination affair - a facilitation which would only be 
in accordance with the value of the diploma. We suspend our studies 
while waiting for your answer." 

(signed by all the students of medicine and pharmacy) 

1 This is the text of the protest lodged against the dismissal of Dr. Lewis: 

"We will only attend instruction by well-known professors. For us 
the school consists of nothing else but the very professors, and we do not 
recognize for this school any other responsible authority, mudabbir, but 

1 them. We have indeed learned that some of you are the cause, undermin- 
ing the support of our professors. You have decided in favour of dismissing 
the pious, - distinguished Dr. Lewis, accusing him of having offered some 
.wine at the table to which he had invited some Westerners. But we know 
that he does not deserve such affront and slander of the truth; accusing 
him of not &Elling his duties in teaching. That is an outright lie. We, 

f to whom his teaching duties are related, know better. He is more conscien- 

i tious in his duties than anybody else. He is further accused of making a 

t statement on behalf of the blasphemous ideas of Darwin in his last speech. 
Nobody who understands his speech and who knows his proper conduct, 
his virtuous ability and strength as the head of the students' organization 
of the College and the head of our religious collegiate asso~iat ion,~ 
and as leader in charitable activites, will agree with this. You have 
restrained this distinguished and God-fearing man completely. His 

i esteemed position was not respected and the fact that he served our school 
and our country twelve years, devoutly and sincerely, was not acknow- 
ledged. You have a period of a year at least to wind up his affairs before 
he leaves his work. You have not informed us as to what happened before 
our enrolment this year. We enrolled and completed our requirements 

111. These two organizations could not be verified. ~ a r n ' ~ ~ a t  abnii'i '1-madrasa 
should not be confused with the Alumni Association which was founded in 1910; 
PENROSE 128, but perhaps it was a precursory organization. 



188 THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 1ZvRGi ZAIDU 

with regard to fees and studies on the assumption that he would examine 
us in chemistry and sign our diploma and instruct us in all the related 
subjects. Why is it that you repeal all this without informing us before 
our enrolment at  the beginning of the year? If you put the blame on some 
people in America, would it not be you who are the slanderous informers ? 
If you say, "Not all of us," would it not be some of you? And you know 
best upon whom to put the blame. If we hear now in the middle of our 
studies only that one of our professors had been suddenly dismissed, what 
is there to prevent us from hearing after two days of the dismissal of 
somebody else and after a month of a third? What is to be done? We 
lodge the most severe and strongest protest against those who caused 
this upheaval and we demand to know who is our professor now and who 
will sign our certificates, and, if there is nobody, what courseof action 
is to be taken? 

- (all the students signed this protest) 

We sent the protest and the demands with a delegation, which 
presented them to the faculty on December 6th, 1882. The answer 
reached us on the following morning. This is its text, signed by Dr. Bliss: 

"Our most honourable Children, - 
Your document reached the faculty, 'umda, and, after considering it, 

we answer it as follows: 

First: With regard to your examinations - several months ago we 
established a committee to look into this. The committee determined 
a change in this matter and this is now the subject of discussion. Once the 
problem has been settled, we will let you know. No doubt it will be 
satisfactory to the faculty of the school and to you. 

Second: With regard to your examinations in Istanbul - You are 
certainly aware that we have made the greatest -efforts and are still 
exerting ourselves in this matter and that is the utmost you can demand 
from us. 

Third: With regard to the dismissal of Dr. Lewis from the School - we . 

can understand what chagrin it causes you and we agree with you that 
you have the right to be notified, But we do not see how this gives you the : . 

. 
. .... ;. ., 
'I*.? . . 
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right to absent yourselves from your classes, as you have done during the 
last two days. We hope you will be assured of our paternal love for you, 

December 5th 1 882.U2 - 
Signature 

When the answer of the faculty reached the students they convened 
on December 6th 1882 under the chairmanship of Ibr5him Matar to - . -. 

. . .. . study it. After deliberation, they appointed a committee to respond to it. 
The following script was formulated and presented to the group. After 
some amendments it was accepted. This is its text: 

"Venerable Sirs, may you live long, 

After the proper salutations, we remind you that we have already 
written about things which we consider more important than our study 
requirerpents and our presence in the College. You answered one point, 
but took no notice of, or reacted upon, the rest which for us is of immense 
importance. We are, therefore, still waiting for a clear answer, free of alI 
ambiguity and deferment. We asked you to tell us how you decided to 
handle the exams in Istanbul - we did not receive an answer. We 
demanded fkom you the appointment of a professor for us as examiner in 
chemistry and analytical chemistry - neither did we receive an answer 
to this. Now we reiterate the demand. 

1) Clarification of your determination for clear-cut action related to 
the exams in Istanbul, as, for instance, the sending of a special 
representative, or an action of no less value than the sending of a 
representative. We want to know who is the representative, and 
when he will go. Patience does not bear fruit for us as it did not for 

. our predecessors. Exaggerated slowness is of no use whatsoever for us, 
considering that some of us are ready to go to Istanbul upon finishing 
here. 

2) We demand the appointment of a professor for descriptive and analy- 
tical chemistry, for geology and natural sciences either by conciliating 
the venerable Dr. Lewis, our professor, so that he remains here until 
the end of the year if the hindrance was on his side, arranging what is 
necessary for him to stay if the objection was yours; or by informing 
the American Board of Trustees by telegraph, if the objection was 
theirs; if not, whom are you going to appoint? 

112. Sic in ms. It should be at least the 6th of Dec. 
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3) We also demand an assurance that the professors who are presently 
on hand remain in their teaching positions at least until the end of 
the freshman year. We demand to be taught mechanical chemistry, 
geology, microscopic dissection and to be given training in practical 
surgery; those are the subjects required of us in Istanbul. Hoping 
that you are aware how much filial respect we have for you. 

- The signatures 

I n  this session the members insisted on the duty of each student 
or member to be presented at the sessions. Whoever was absent was to 
be fined one m&di for each absence. They also ruled that the talk should 
be calm, and whosoever talked vehemently was not to speak any more. 
The discussion in this session revolved around persistence for demands 
of unity. One of the members, Iskandar al-Bxdi,  was appointed to 
enquire of everyone separately concerning his firmness and if, in case the 
faculty accepted our demands and contemplated proceedings against 
one of us, we would remain resolutely together until any harm was 
removed from that person. Everyone answered individually in the 
affirmative and they pledged to each other to remain steadfast and 
persistent until the end. 
. They re-convened in the afternoon, and in that session they took 
the above-mentioned oath; every single one bound himself by oath. 
They then discussed many things. In  the meeting on the following day, 
the seventh of the month, they considered bringing their case to the 
Board of Managers, lainat muliihEgEt al-madrasa, which is the highest 
committee, al-'umda al-'ulyZ, and consists of missionaries scattered over all 
parts of Syria for missionary and other work. Their names were men- 
tioned : Mr. C r a ~ f o r d , ~  Damascus ; Mr. Dale, U4 Zahle; Mr. MoreJu 
Jerusalem; Mr. MethenyJu6 Latakia; Mr. M a r ~ h , ~ '  Zahle; Dr. van 

113. G. Crawford (d. 1906) arrived 1857 in Syria, worked with Irish Missionaries 
in Damascus until 1905; Fms ,  353. 

114. G.F. Dale (d. 1886) worked in Zahle where he had arrived in 1872; he . 6.1.' 

belonged to the Board of Managers 1880-1884. 
115. Noel Temple More was British Consul in Jerusalem since 1863; TIBAW 

British Interests 140. 
116. D. Metheny, missionary in Latakia. No further information. .T 
1 1 7. F. W. March, missionary in ZahIe since 1873. FKRIS 354. 

- i 1 
n 
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Dyck, Beirut ; Dr. Brigstocke, Beirut ; Mr. Bird, us Abiyeh ; Mr. N i x ~ n , ~ ~  
Beirut ; Dr. Post, Beirut ; Dickson, 120 Beirut ; Dennis, f2L Beirut ; Eddy, "2 

Beirut; Jessup, * Beirut. 
A committee was formed to check the names of this Board, 'umda, 

and to verifjt their addresses so that a decision was made as already 
mentioned. Then another committee was appointed to write the appeal. 
This is its text: 

"The school has come to a standstill for reasons which you know, 

] :: if you want to. Since its welfare concerns you and us all, we ask you to 
look into its affairs with all possible speed. Friction has occurred between 

1 the members of our faculty and we do not consider them able to correct 
the situation. Because of this we turn to you, hoping that you will look i. 

1 into our affair seriously and promptly, because school will remain in- 
terrupted until you have investigated it." , 

I a signed it and passed it on to the committee that had been 

1 designed to present it to the members of the Board of Managers, 'umdat 

! al-madrasa al-'ulyz. The students prepared copies and distributed them all 

i over the City, presenting it to those whom they were able to see (amongst 
them Brigstocke, Dennis, Eddy and others) and receiving a positive 

! response from them. The students assembled on this day, this being the 

118. W.W. Bird (d. 1902) worked in Beirut since 1853; FARIS 354. 
119. James Nixon, Esq. Lived in Beirut and belonged to the Board of Managers 

from 1880-1883; cf. Catalogue 80181-82/83. MUNA&&ID 81 and FARIS 336 have both 
Nelson. Mi clearly gives Nixon. During these years no Nelson was on the Board of 
Managers. 

120. J. Dickson at the time British Consul in Beirut; Catalogue 81/82. 
12 1. J. Dennis, American missionary, came 1869 to Beirut. He became Dean of 

the Theological School in the SPC. He published several boob on missionary activities 
abroad. He became one of the main opponents to E. Lewis after the latter's speech 
about evolutionary theory. In the ms. his name appears as Enis and, apparently, he 
also signed a letter to al-Muqtamf as J. Enis; cf. FARIS 354, TIBAWI 201, 246, 283. 

122. W. Eddy (d. 1900), American missionary, came to Beirut 1852 ; FARE 54. 
123. H.H Jessup (d. 1910), American missionary, came to Beirut 1856. He was 

instrumental in buttressing the doctrinary inclinations of the SPC in later years; TIBAWI 
130, H.H. JESSUP Fifty Years in  Syria, N.Y. 191 0. 

124. In addition to the people mentioned here the following belonged also to 
the Board of Managers: D. Bliss, President of the Board; J.T. Edgar, U.S. Consul, 
Beirut; G. Lansing, Cairo; W.M. Thomson, Beirut; C. J. Hardin, Tripoli; T.S. Jage, 
British Consul, Damascus; G. Mackie, Beirut; John Hogg, Egypt; S. Jessup, Tripoli; 
Catalogue 82/83. 



sixth meeting of the association. In this session they deliberated, notifying 
the dignitaries of the City and its people of rank about their situation. 
Several delegations were apppointed, each of which went to one of the 
important people, amongst them Mr. Mott,u5 Rustum PZa', the British 
and American Consuls, the teacher Bupus al-Bustini, the Italian 
Consul, Yiisuf Bey 'Aramin, the Prussian Consulate, Salim Sih~da ,*~  
the French Consulate and the American school rnistresse~.~~ So they 
went to all these people exposing the injustice, from which they suffered, 
and those usually encouraged them, approving of their freedom of 
action, and wishing a just treatment for them. 

As for the faculty of the school, a committee was appointed to 
receive their answer to the latest communication of the students. I was a 
member of it. They stated that they would answer us orally through the 
teacher Ya'qiib SarrS, in an unofficial manner. The teacher Yacqfib 
reasoned with us and said that he was not charged with this, but talking 
for himself, he advised us to return to classes temporarily while the Board 
of Managers, al-'umda al-'ulyE, was convening from all parts of Syria to 
investigate the case. The return was decided and a committee formed 
to announce to the faculty of the school that we were returning tem- 
porarily until we would see the verdict of the Board of Managers. The 
students continued to meet as one united association discussing their 
demands. A committee was appointed to write the text of the complaint 
which they submitted to the Board of Managers, while it was convening. 

The students met in another session on December lob, which was 
presided over by RaSid QabalBn.128 The complaint was presented here 
as the committee had written it down. After modifying and editing it in 
consecutive sessions, the last of which was held on Wednesday the 13th, 

125. Mott (d. 1906) British missionary, came to S. Lebanon 1855 moved to Beirut 
1861. 

126. Salim M&iYi1 g i d a  (1848-1907) born in Lebanon of Greek Orthodox 
origin, co-founder of al-~amci&a al-'ilnafija (IS-su'rr'ya in 1868 and its later re-organization . . 

al-Ma&nu' al-cilmimv-Sarq~ about 1880. He also taught at the School of the Three Doctors 
c . .- - -+ 

DKGIR I11 614, ZAIISN Tara'zim I1 230. .- .. 

127. Meant probably are Miss Nellieh Currah and Miss Eliza Everett, who . , ~, 

became head mistress in 1868 of the Female Seminar in Beirut; T~BAWI 179. . . ,' : 
128. Ra3id Qabalin (1858-1917) born in Lebanon, he obtained the M.D. degree ,*:. * . . 

- from the SPC in 1886; Alumni 17. . 
, , .L , : -:;:;:,;., . . . . ... :52: *.:: .: . I , . .. < .; :...,<.;,-, .;, . . . ..la.; . . , 5 '. ;,-a .. .. >?.;;:.;. 1 
,a. '. . ?. 
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in the anatomy room, it was decided that the text of the complaint 
should be as follows: 

"Revered Sirs, 

After salutations we remind you that, in the middle of all our studies, 
we are suffering great distress : all of a sudden there were internal events 
in the school, which surprised us and disturbed us very deeply. This pre- 
occupied us and we were ignorant as to how and in what direction the 
situation at our school would develop. We were no longer able to study 
and to work. So we wrote a letter to our faculty saying that in view of the 
disturbances in which the school found itself' we have reached the point 
where we cannot study and recite our lessons any more. We mentioned 
also that we were determined to present to o w  professors a detailed 
statement. On the next day we submitted the following two messages: 

(then follows the text of the statement and of the protest) 

The faculty responded to us with the following: 

(text of the answer of the faculty) 

I So we wrote them this: (text of the letter) 

Whereupon they wrote us the following: (text of the letter) 

When we realized that our faculty was in such shape that it would 
be impossible for us to obtain our right, we notified you without delay, 
.since we know that you are the managers, nudabbiriin, who would be 
interested to look into this whole affair, and who are concerned with the 
.success of our school and the welfare of its students. We presented to you 
.our demands, which we had already presented to our faculty, and we are 
adding the following: 

Does our faculty have the right to dismiss a professor before the end 
-of the year without appointing a replacement for him; or is this not 
.disadvantageous .to. the students who are hampered considerably by 
remaining for a time without a teacher? This is the situation in the 
.subjects of chemistry and analysis, upon which the freshman medical 
students depend for their first two years and the pharmaceutical students 
-for their second. 



! 

What are we to do with the new chemistry book, a large part of which 4 

1 
we have studied and for which we paid? It is still in the press and 
Dr. Lewis is not given the opportunity to finish it, even though it is a 1 

book necessary for the study of chemistry - we have paid its price and ! 
i 

we have nothing in our hands to study from. 

We have turned to you, Excellencies, trusting that you will exa- 
mine the affair exactly and not disregard the truth even if it is sought 

a i 
by such contemptible people as us, because the truth is from God, 
and he who loves God follows the path of truth, makes it plain and 
speaks it. We beseech you to examine our appeals and look into our 1 
demands. If you so desire, appoint a committee to investigate this with 
all possible speed. In this way you will have been of benefit to our 
school and will have treated its students with justice, and will have 
served the truth as any pious and God-fearing man does. This is what 
is needed ; with respects." 

(this is followed by the signatures) 
I 

This appeal was written on a long piece of parchment to which 
we furnished our signatures. On Saturday, December 16th, on the 
evening of which day the Board of Managers, 'urndatu 'I-idzra al-'dyZ, 
was going to convene in order to investigate the problem, the students- I 

assembled and decided to add an appendix to the ,appeal, conveying a. 
complaint against Dr. Post, claiming that he was the cause of these. 

I 
i 
i 

problems. They were prompted to this action when they learned of his. .i 
rapid efforts with the members of the Board, al-'umda al-'uly~, who arrived I 

from outside, to convince them that the students were rebelling and to. 
turn their opinion against the students. The majority decided to submit. 
a complaint against him and we wrote on the back of this appeal the. 

I ! 
following complaint : I 

"Revered Sirs, who are interested in knowing the truth and our- 
opinion. After salutations we suggest that there is no doubt in our minds. 
that we are obliged to present to you an explanation of what caused- 

: , > ~  .* .. j . - 
the vexation and disturbance in the recent times. We say, dear Sirs,. . . 

. . 

you are familiar with the natural irascibility of Dr. Post and you are. ..a,.. +..?... 
.A. 

aware to what such a characteristic leads. We hear, therefore, that- . ..., , { 
. , outsiders complain - complain bitterly - about his conduct with . , c.,g..$.... 

" . .%$ 
::. , ; ;T . . ,. . .,.., -:.::.;$$:; 

,-,:. .r.+:,y . 5 '-A,,>., !::,!h;-.. 
..,'<+:.>: 
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them.129 We have experienced the rightness of this complaint ourselves, 
His severe behaviour towards the students, who were here before us, and 
towards us, injures our dignity gravely. We feel disturbed and mortified, 
and we loathe our studies. The disturbance has led all the students to 
complain about this to the faculty of our school some months ago. We 
began to realize that all the calamities by which we are surrounded 
presently in our school originate from him. We took the precaution to 
turn to the revered principal of our school, whom we used to respect as a 
father. We had observed him taking the side of the doctor and defending 
him. After it became evident that it was the President who engineered the 
dismissal of our beloved and respected professor, the distinguished Dr. 
Legs, we arrived at the conclusion that the original source of our diffi- 
culties was Dr. Post. We have proof of this, which we will make public 
upon demand. The President participated with him in this and we, 
therefore, become worried; our mind is restless and we do not know how 
we can put up our demands to our faculty and obtain satisfaction. 

Here we would like to explain what we have not clearly explained 
to our faculty and in our preceding petition: our silence about the 
present teacher in chemistry is not a result of our acceptance of him but 

I of our present adherence to the law. We demand from you the teaching 
of scientific pharmacology for the pharmaceutics students who presented 
to the faculty two letters and did not receive an answer to them, and also 
the teaching of pharmaceuti cal chemistry, which our predecessors studied . 

with Dr. Lewis. If proof is required from us for the above, we will 

,- 129. MUNA~CID edition 85 differs here slightly from FZRB 340. MUNAEOID relies 
here on the ms. while FjiRIs used the original letters sent to the Board. ZaidZn had 
copies or transcripts of all the correspondence between the students and tbe College. 
He relied on these transcripts when writing his autobiography (see 183). It is likely 
that slight variations of the formulation entered Zaidgn's transcripts when he made 
them in the first place. In any case of such variation we have adhered to the version 
of the ms. In this case MUNAG~ID 85 following the ms. writes here: 

while FARIS 340 has: 
C 

I .'G+ & yl;r G ~ J  j. ;Jb. h h - 3  h*- EJUI j ,MI + S dU, 
I 
i *F 
I this, however, again varies slightly from the formulation in the original letter which is : 



corroborate it before the commission which you appoint for this 
purpose. In  any case we wanted to make clear what is in our hearts. 
May God lengthen your life." 

All the students signed this complaint with the exception of Iskandar 
Dabb5km and Halil SaC5da; they had betrayed their comrades and 
returned to the school, and a third student used a similar excuse; we mean 
IlyZs SZb5, who excused himselfsaying that he would like to consult with 
Dr. Wortabet because he was his tutor. 

I will never forget our fear on that above-mentioned Saturday 
evening while the Board of Managers, al-'umda, was assembled in the 
great hall of the College. I t  served in those days as the church, but now 
has been converted into the reading room. We were circling the school in 
expectance of the conclusion of the session. From some of its members 
we learned at least about the course of the affair, if not the complete 
verdict. Their session was long and drawn out. Bits and pieces of news 
reached us from some people stationed close to the hall to the effect that a 
dispute was blazing and a quarrel arose. Around nine or ten o'clock in 
the evening we saw the members leaving, each mounting his carriage and 
going his own way. We sent a couple of people to the house of van Dyck 
to obtain some information. We learned that the Board, al-'umda, was 
divided into two sections in the course of the deliberation, specially with 
regard to the complaint about Dr. Post. Dr. van Dyck was assigned the task 
of reading it aloud, because of the ease with which he read Arabic. Before 
he had read two lines, one of those present got up and demanded that he 
should be silenced because it contained a personal defamation. Others 
objected that this was a complaint to them. A vote was taken and the - 
majority opposed the reading of it. This troubled van Dyck and the fair- 
minded members, amongst them Nixon and Brigstocke. The discussion 
then revolved around the other demands and i t  was decided that the 
regular faculty of the school, 'umdatzl 'I-madrasa al-qliija, should be charged 
with looking into them, inspite of their being our opponents. Should 

; i 
this be the highest degree of justice in judgement? They were driven ! 1 
by national fanaticism, at-ta'assub al-&mi, and contempt for the Arabs, 

$ 

I 

abna" aLCarab, as if the latter were overbearing towards them when they I' i >$!'. , 
.;;f ; 

,*:: 

130. Iskandar Dabbik (1855-1899) born in Damascus, obtained hi M.D. degree 
,..?I . r ..&:*. . 

from SPC in 1884; Alumni 14. -+&:.-4 
..+.a\:. c .,, :- , . '. < 2: . 
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raised their voices to complain about the American professors and in spite 
of the fact that it was the latter themselves who had taught them indi- 
vidual freedom and moral courage. 

When Dr. van Dyck realized this, he opposed the decision and 
demanded that a committee be appointed to look into the demands of the 
students and to examine what they had to say. If they were wrong they 
should be sentenced accordingly but, if that was not the case, justice 

I' should be done to them. But nobody heeded his remarks. It was learned 

i that the faculty had decided to expel the students from the school and 
r.e-admit only those who withdrew their names and retracted their 

/ complaint. Van Dyck objected to this, saying that if they insisted upon 
this decision, he did not want to be one of those pronouncing this unfair 

I 
*judgement, and he left the session infuriated. I had seen him mounting 
his carriage, his face red with rage. 

On Monday, December 18th, the faculty, 'umdatu 'I-madrasa, affixed 
an announcement to the blackboard in the hallway of the School of 
Science with the following text: 

"In accordance with the decision of the managers, mudZriin, of the 
Syrian Protestant College and in accordance with their verdict the 
students, who presented an improper petition with regard to some 
professors on December 16th, 1882, are suspended fkom the College 
and the Prussian Hospital for one month. After that only those will 
return who have withdrawn their names from the petition and proclaim 
their obedience to the rules of the school. For the enforcement of this, 
the faculty of the school announces hereby the names of those students 
upon whom the mentioned verdict has been passed. But the rest of the 
students return to the classes as usual." 

(This was followed by the names of the students found on the 
complaint). 

The above-mentioned complaint was furnished with the names 
of all except six students. Two, DabbZik and Mi lk ,  had been afraid, 
S5bH asked Wortabet for permission, as has been mentioned above. 
Atanisiyiis Saiqali quit with some excuse, as did two others, Antfin 
Naufal and Habib Kahil.Ul When this announcement was published 

131. uab'ib mil, born in Damascus, obtained his M.D. degree from SPC in 
1883; Alumni 13. 
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only Dabb5k and Anfiin Milk  returned, then SZbB, and all had antici- 
pated that for obvious reasons. Halil Birbki returned, even though 
he had been one of those who had signed the petition. But Saiqali, 
Naufal and K&il- even though they had not been present - stood fast 
by the demands still the end and never returned to the school. 

When the announcement was made, those who had put it up believed 
that in no time the students would rush to have their names taken off and 
to excuse themselves. But they struck upon admirable steadfastness on 
the part of the students, who did not pay any attention any longer to the 
school. The latter, however, were aggravated by this tyrannical verdict 
and wrote a condensed letter to the managers of the school, which they 
followed up with a strongly worded letter which they made the last 
communication with them. This is the text of the &st letter: 

"We point out that we have submitted to you an account of the 
occurrences in this school and we complained to you with regard to our 
disaffection and our problems and demanded that you look into this and 
investigate it, but we never received a written answer from you. But we 
saw on the school announcement board a statement signed by the faculty 
which appears to be an ordinance against us, barring us from the school 
and the Prussian Hospital for a month because we presented a petition 
dated December 16th, in which something concerning some of the 
professors is stated. The publication of this verdict does not mention the 
crime that we have committed nor the law according to which the above- 
mentioned verdict is permissible. Finally, we don't see any investigation 
or investigators of the matters which we presented with regard to some of . 
the professors. We hope you will let us know whether this verdict is yours, 
what the reasons are for which we deserve such a sentence, and according 
to which regular law this sentence has been issued. We are barred from 
the School, the Hospital and the dining hall even though we paid money 
for it all. We consider ourselves wronged and God forbid that you should 
commit an injustice! We regard it our right to demand from you the 
reason why you locked us out without any evident crime. We hope for 

t 
a reply from you upon this communication in the shortest time possible. 
Salutations." 

After some days, without an answer, we wrote the following state- 
i 

ment : 



L":%y- of justice. After salutations required by dignity, we address you in the 1.:; . hope that in your wisdom you will hold your judgement of these words 
..: - i i until after reading them and examining them. Sirs, it would not have 

i. occurred to any intelligent Syrian nor to the sons of the College, your 
. 

c students, that distinguished people like you, who belong to the Land of 
Freedom, bilcid al-humia, America, would pass a verdict upon a matter 
without prior investigation, and upon demands and complaints, before 
having any knowledge of them, that you would refuse to listen to the 
demands of young people who do not reveal any signs of recklessness in all 
they are doing but request in all their demands only the truth. Did you 

. retaliate against us because we demanded an assurance that our learned 
and distinguished professors will remain with us for the whole term, which 
is required for us? Do you consider this demand a crime? Or did you 
decide to expel us from the school because we requested those subjects 
which our Exalted Government, may God strengthen it, ordered us to 
study? Or are you accusing us because we told you how very much we are 
interested in planning our diploma in such a fashion that they are ac- 
ceptable to our Sublime Government? Or was our crime that we ex- 
plained to you what caused us to present this matter and to appeal about 
it to you saying that we have a complaint about the judgement of our 
faculty because one of its members is biased and another one has such a 
natural disposition that we cannot trust either of them in obtaining 
our demands. We told you that we have verification for all this. Did you 
effect the dropping of our appeal after detailed investigation ? How was it 
permissible that you passed a judgement upon us without hearing our 
petition? Did you appoint a committee to investigate as we demanded 
and as all laws and rules demand of you? 

Sirs, we thought that submitting our demands to distinguished 
Americans like you and throwing ourselves before God-fearing people, 
who come to our country proclaiming that they served the truth and 
the good, and that turning to ,their open arms to settle our problem 
would be sufficient to obtain what we requested and to relieve us fkom 
all that troubles us. Therefore we returned to our classes and fizlfilled 
all our obligations towards each of the professors of the school in reverence 
and respect. While we were absorbed in our school duties, having cast 
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lour burden upon you and having presented our demands and complaints 
30 you, you arrived from various parts of the country and we took your 
coming as a good omen. You convened on December 16th, and our hearts 
were reassured that your meeting would put an end to all problems, 
making arrangements for each demand. Yet, why on earth did we see 
you in the one session that you had, when our demands reached you and 
a t  the time when they were read to you, why did you rush and hurry to a 
verdict, following the wishes of the faculty of our school, to expel all the 
students who had signed the petition for one month and to permit the 
return of anybody who wants to only after withdrawing his name? You 
did not listen, you did not investigate and you were not patient as we had 
been. The President of our school began to dismiss, to threaten, to order 
and to become violent. Upon his order ropes were brought from the 
market and our effects and belongings were tied together and he ordered 
the servants to prevent us from taking what was ours. He dismissed us 
from the mensa. When we saw all this and looked at those actions our 
hopes were frustrated and our souls suffered from shock. We obeyed to the 
fullest and surrendered completely, saying there is no power and no 
strength save in God and the just amongst his servants. We gave our 
rights and our complaints a look and your verdict and your lack of 
investigation another look. Some of you have addressed us orally during 
the period of expulsion admitting that you did not look into the matter 
and did not pass judgement after examining it, and that you did not 
consider the meaning of the statement that we presented. One of you 
has suggested shortening the time of our lock-out on the condition that 
we withdraw our names. We told him that we are amazed about this 
method, as we are amazed about the conduct of the members of the 
administration towards us. What did we do wrong that we are punished, 
what crime did we commit? How are we to withdraw our names from 
a statement which we believe it is our right to make? Every thinking 
person amongst the local and the foreign people is convinced of this. 
Then it was said that the faculty would agree that we would withdraw 
our petition on condition that we would submit a statement of regret 
signed with our names. But we want to ask your Honours some questions 
before we sign and if the answers are satisfactory we will do as you say 
and wish : 
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'1) What is the crime that we committed that we deserve such punish- 
ment for it and which law permits this ? 

2) Do you confirm the professors, whom we met when we enrolled, 
until the completion of our studies or will you coerce some of them 
to leave the school? 

3) Did you decide to teach the subjects that our Exalted Government 
demands f?om us and which you do not teach us and did you appoint 
teachers for the mentioned subjects ? 

4) Did you take a greater interest than before in arranging the diploma 
so that our Government will be satisfied with it? 

5) Did you arrange anything that will relieve our worries concerning 
our studies, that makes our professor, Dr. Post, change some of his 
characteristics and that convinces us that the President .of our 
school has designs against us? 

6) Is it true what we heard that some of you are convinced that we will 
return to the school and withdraw our names and repent for having 
demanded our rights and keep quiet about the claim for our material 
and moral loss and damage-drawing this conclusion fiom the treache- 
ry of Iskandar DabbHk (whom we call "Arnaut") and Angn Milgn 
(whom we call "Softy") and Halil Birb5ri who has not yet been titled 
appropriately. Is it true that you believe the people of the East, 
abna" aS-Sarp, to be in such conditions as to justify this conduct which 
you have displayed towards them, and that all the medical student 
are like Arnaut, Softy and BirbZri? We hope for information fiom 
you regarding all these questions, even if it would be damaging for 
you. 

How can we put down our names according to your wishes if you 
do not answer to this? With all this we see you as the cause of all'our loss 
and damage in our right. This is indispensible, with all due respect to 
your Honour. 

(the signatures) 

This is the last that we wrote to them. But the faculty had appointed 
in the period between its warning and this letter Dr. Wortabet as a 
mediator in order to conciliate us in a way that Wortabet thought would 
be satisfactory to us. But we did not find anything else in it save taking 
off our names. To be precise, one day when most of the students had gone 
to -their home towns and nobody was in Beirut besides me, Iskandar al- 
B5riidi and a few others, Wortabet sent for us to come to his house. After 



202 THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF &uR&~ Z A I D ~  

a long introduction, which was meant to prove his good intention in this 
mediation, he said that he had convinced the faculty of a method through 
which we could be reconciled with them without withdrawing our names 
fkom this petition. We asked him what this may be : he drew his hand from 
his pocket, pulling out a'written paper, and said 'You only have to sign 
this paper." We enquired what i t  was and read it. This was it: 

"We regret any word or expression which occurs in our last letter, 
that implied a lack of respect to his Honour, Dr. Post, and for that reason 
we withdraw this petition." 

We found this grotesque since we did not perceive anything other 
than what had been worded in the announcement. Dr. Wortabet began 
to prove to us that it was considerably weaker than that, because the 
whole secret lay in the word "imply", i.e. we had not intended any insult 
with our letter but it had implied an insult. However, we were not con- 
vinced by his talk and returned. 

The faculty tried another approach to conciliate the poor amongst 
the students. It was known that I paid the school fees only with difficulties. 
SSlib Salibi, the accountant of the school, sent for me and met me in the 
house of Ibriihim Salibi. He began to insinuate to me that if the reason 
for my not returning to the school was a lack of money, the President 
would not take anything from me. I gave him an answer that revealed 
the adherence to the principle with all the vehemence which a young man 
claim for himself, and he went away. This was our last instance of con tact 
with the Americans and we began to concern ourselves with our future. 

This was of greater consequence for my future than for that of all the 
others. I had entered medical school providing for myself by my own 
labour. I had hoped that once I entered the third year I could perform 
simpler treatments in our quarter and could pay back some of the money 
by which I had been supported. Then, when I could obtain my diploma 
at the end of the fourth year, I could start officially with a practice and 
earn my bread. But all my hopes were related to completion of the medical 
studies. 

When we left the school in this manner, I felt as if the thread of my 
hopes had been cut, and that my effort had become useless. But I had 
already decided to finish my medical training in Qq al-'aini School in 
Egypt, relying upon a letter which we received then from its director 
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- through the mediation of g a w i i a  Mulbim Sakfir (today Sakiir Bey). 
$% , J : , ' : .  ' - 

..i :. - . - . , . , , -  
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He was the president in Cairo of the English schools in Faggiila. Amin 
-:> ,.i. - ..- .. =..+.. ..y3.9*.-. 

!:;., !, .5:5 .I,- 
< ,,... .&. . , '., , . .. ::, , , ,, . ' 

Fulaih5n,lS2 one of us medical students, wrote to him. He was a student 
. . . . ..: . . . ., . ,.., -. . . . ,..:..><, J:>+;. A,... , 

:L ... a* F 
of the junior year coming from Sakiir's town, 'Ain ZahaltZ. He enquired 

. . 
., .. . in case some students would come from Beirut to finish their medical 

. .  ... 
studies in Qqr al-'ainf, whether their exams would be accepted and they 
would be admitted to the appropriate class after their exams. The answer 
came that they would be admitted to the exam and each would be 
assigned to his appropriate class. 

The medical students who did not return to the College divided 
into two groups. On the one side the students of the last and final class, 
on the other all the rest of the classes. The final year students completed 
their studies with van Dyck at his home. They were hrnished with very 
strong recommendations for Istanbul from the representatives of important 
centres in Syria so that the government accepted the exams, even though 
they were not in possession of the diploma of the College. It had been 
replaced by a certificate from a medical commission composed in Beirut 
for the examination of the students after they had finished their studies 
under van Dyck. The above mentioned commiseion had been constituted 
under the chairmanship of Mur5d Bey,133 the Medical Officer of Beirut, 
with Dr. van Dyck, Dr. Lewis, Dr. Aba Tiiki, Dr. Za'ni,ls4 Dr. Brig- 
stocke and Dr. Wortabet. The commission met at Dr. van Dyck's home 
and gave them an official exam and issued each of them with a printed 
certificate similar to that of the rest of the schools. Luckily their exam 
was accepted in Istanbul and they received their diplomas from Istanbul. 
They practise medicine today, some in Syria and some in Egypt or else- 
where. Amongst them were Dr. Iskandar a l -BEdi  in Beirut, Dr. Ibriihim 
Salibi in asdalt, Dr. B?&iis al-Hakim (passed away), Dr. Gurgi BZiz 
in Dair al-Qamar, Dr. Salim Guraidini (passed away), Dr. Antfin 
Naufal in Cairo, Dr. Habib Kahil jn Egypt, Dr. Ibr5him Matar in 
Beirut, and Dr. IbrZhim '&bit (today in Paris). 

132. M U N A ~ ~ I D  here has erroneously Ibn Fulai@n. 
133. Mur5d Bey a l - m d i  was at the time the medical officer, hakrmb&"f, of Beirut 

F d  657. 
134. No additional information could be found about Abti and Zahi. 
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The other part consisted of those of the other classes. They gave up 
all hope of making progress outside the framework of the College, and 
some returned to it. Especially my classmates. All of them returned except 
me and Atan%iyiis Saiqali, head of division in the Office for Public 
Works. From the freshmen most returned, only Yiisuf Zabliit135 re- 
mained, who has now become a famous lawyer, and.Nasib Sibli (corn- 
mitted suicide in America). From the junior students, only Arnin FulaibZn 
remained, as far 'as I remember. Perhaps Hasan Nas~iir also remained. 
He resigned himself to what he had learned or returned and completed 
his studies. I don't remember.== 

I and Fulaih5n decided to go to Egypt to complete our medicalstudies 
in the school there, relying on the letter in our hands from the director 
of the Ministry of Education and upon the help of gawa'za Mulhim 
Sakiir. When the medical commission for the examination of senior 
students, and of some of the junior medical students,was appointed, it was 
announced that those of the sophomores and freshmen who wanted could 
take an exam for pharmacy and would receive a diploma of pharmacy. 
I still have it, even though I never intended to work as a pharmacist. 

When Fulaibiin and I decided to travel to Egypt in order to iinish 
our medical studies, we began to concern ourselves with the necessary 
preparations. I saw to it to furnish myself with recommendations fkom 
some of the holders of higher office in Syria to the Hidiwlg7 or the head 
of the Medical School, who was then By Hamdi ('Psz PZE). I went 
to Damascus and obtained a reference from the commander of the fifth 
ortaBe for the head of the Medical School, and a letter fkom the Patriarch 
of Antakia (MitwLyfis) for the Patriarch of Alexandria (Agiibiytis) . 139 * 

135. Y m f  Zawiit, no information available. He is not even registered as a student 
in the Colkg6 Catalogue during these years. 

136. H e  did not return to the College. Interestingly a11 the above are mentioned 
in Alumni 13 as having graduated in this year. In Catalogue 1883184 and 84/85, their 
names are not mentioned amongst the graduates. Only in 1913 did the faculty decide 
to include those who had taken the government examination with the help of C. van 
Dyck in 1883 as alumni of the College. 

137. Title of the ruler of Egypt, Taufiq (1879-1892). ' 

138. 1.e. the Fifth Army of the Ottoman Empire. 
139. It  is not clear to whom Zaidln is referring with these two names. The Diction- 

naire d'Histoire I11 700 indicates Hierothee as Patriarch of Antakia from I850 to 1885, 
ibid. I1 367 gives Sophrone N as Patriarch of Alexandria from 1870-1899. We are 
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. - %  I also wanted to take a recommendation from the Governor of Syria for 

.*-<,. .-.,... :. . ;%:$ i> ; ,,-, ::. : < ,. .c:. . .t.r>-. ". . .. . 
the gidiw, but he excused himself on the grounds that there were no 

;;;;.;: $ .g.k;.'. ,:.G>.: 

,%:,% ".. .. *gC 6.'"": .: relations between him and the Uidiw. My friend Fu1aibZi.n obtained a 
X h  :" .2?, ... ? ,.,-, =<., :. , % ,AL. s,,:,::A".. . 
.-i.=+ .**s,..: :'., ... : a:?:! ! ,? F::.: ; ; , * ' 

letter of recommendation from Rusturn PSZ, the Mutqarrif of Mount 
.%. *. :. .. .... . 

: :..p, . . 
+%,.:; &,% ,;L .. 

Lebanon, for the gidiw, pointing out that Syria had the right to send some 
.,*2,.- ' <a- 
:$;: ::+ . 
++;.,. A ;. . . . ., . . _ _ _ ,  ? # .  .. ',;:.. .. . 

of her people, abnE'iha', to study medicine on Qq al-'aini free of charge, 
h, :!* .$&?. . .  ... .,:. . ... 

,1_:.. - .,' 
since the days of Ibriihim Pa'Sa'. 

.., '-. . .,: .. . . .. 

.? : . 
When the time of the journey drew close I realized that I was lacking 

7 ;  
.J'. .I ; -- the most important requirement, i.e. the money for the trip. I did not 
..., , -. have anything, and I was not going to ask my father, knowing how parsi- 
, Y monious he was, since he was the head of the family and had to support 

,.. . 
-. .it by his exertions. But we had a neighbour next to our restaurant by the 

name of Misb5b al-Mab~na$inZ,~~~ who made roasted chick peas and 
.. b sweetmeats. I had befkiended him and had maintained good neighbourly 

relations with him. I found him to him to be sincere and good natured, so 
much so that I usually heeded his advice. I do not know how he was 
aware or observed that I was travelling to Egypt without being provided 
with any money for the expenditures of the first days in Egypt - until 
I would enter the medical school. Since once we entered it, all the ex- 
penditures for food and all living costs would be taken care of by the 
school. But when he heard of this he called on me that very day. He 
advanced gradually in his talk until he forced me to surrender and I told 
him the truth. He stretched his hand out and gave me six guines, ginifit, 
saying; "Take it, if it is not enough, I will give you more." I took it and 
thanked him. I added it to what I had prepared for the journey. I shall not 
forget this generosity of his. I, therefore, sent it back to him with Ascad 
ai-Gas's, who was leaving Egypt for Syria, as soon as I had taken up a 
job - that is to say one year after this time. 

We travelled to Egypt in October 1883, whkh was the year following 
the year of cUr5bi.141 Egypt was hit by cholera, which brought rapidly 
spreading death. We did not believe that the cases of death had become 
fewer and the quarantine would be lifted by the time of our journey- 

indebted for this information to P&re Anawati and Pike Jomier from the Institut 
Dominicain des Gtudes Orientales, Cairo. 

' 

140. Mentioned on p. 164 as 'Umar al-M. 
141. See 33, n. 1. 



We went on am English merchant ship, which was the first ship going 
to Egypt af'ter the quarantine that year. This was the first time that I had 
travelled by sea. I suffered from seasickness of all kinds, not to mention 
the smell of the ship, which was a merchant ship carrying sheep and cattle, 
and not to mention the smell of the dung hills. I t  was our good fortune 
that the ship's course was straight from Beirut to Alexandria. 

We reached Alexandria in the morning. I remember my view of it 
from the sea - i t  was the first city after Beirut that I saw from the sea. 
How great was my consternation when I went down to the city and 
roamed through its markets with all the traces of fire and destruction 
that took place in the time of the 'UrHbi events still evident. I had seen 
the heart-breaking sight of the buildings of ManSiya as piles of heaped 
up stones unlike the traces of the ghastly fire. We stayed in a small hotel 
close to Mangiya for several days. When we moved on to Cairo, I and 
my friend Fulai@n, alighted at one of the inns which were rather rare in 
those days. We rested some days while my companion searched for his 
compatriot, al-UawZia MulEm Sakfir. We learned that his place was 
in FaggHla, where the English schools are today. We'went to him and 
he treated us with all honour and hospitality. He exerted himself in 
order to fulfil our wish. He made us ride in carriages, spent time with 
us in interviews and assistance. We went from ministry to ministry, 
from administration to administration - he was on our side. But, 
unfortunately, we did not succeed in what we had in mind. The reason 
for that was that ..... 

The End. 


